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Ranging fRom illustration to poetry 
majors, students display their collabora-
tive efforts in new exhibit that show-
cases visual poetry through cartoons, 
creative typography and letterforms.
by Brett marlow
Assistant City Beat Editor
The CTa is moving out of the ’60s into the 
millennium as it brings in new,  modern-
ized rail cars as soon as 2009.
After the CTA and other local transit 
agencies were bailed out of an impeding 
budget crisis in January,  the transit agency 
has approved a 2006 contract on Jan. 23 to 
bring in 406 new rail cars in the next year.
The new rail cars will have technology that 
will improve security and communication 
with riders and workers.
The whole fleet of cars won’t reach city 
tracks entirely until 2010,  but 10 prototype 
cars will be tested in 2009. 
“The prototype cars will come and they 
will do about nine months of testing,” said 
David Slack, communications director for 
Bombardier Transporation, the manufac-
turer of the new cars. “Once they’ve gone 
through the testing, then the full produc-
tion will start and the rest of the cars will 
come after that.”
Under guidelines from the Federal Trans-
portation Administration, the life expec-
tancy of rail cars is 25 years.  The CTA has 
been in planning for the new cars since 
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POETRY TRAM
SMOKE OUTSIDE, 
STAY WARM
MAJORS MINGLE 
TO MAKE ART
CollaBoRaTion BeTween Columbia, 
Jones College Preparatory High School 
and the CTA has resulted in a three-part 
semi-permanent poetry installation at 
the Harrison Red Line el stop of which 
the first section is finished.
See  x pg. 23
See  x pg. 40
See  x pg. 41
See CTa, x  pg. 46
amidST The smoke-free nightlife of Chi-
cago lie bars and lounges with private 
smoking decks warmed with electric 
heaters and propane furnaces, giving 
patrons the opportunity to light up and 
stay warm through the frigid Chicago 
weather. 
CTA slowly cruises into the 21st century
new technologically advanced 
railcars to debut in 2010
ProTesT As A Comedy ACT
A computer-generated image shows what a future CTA rail car may look like.
Courtesy CTA
C.J. Sullivan (right) and members of performanceComedy.com stage a mock protest Jan. 29 at the site of 
the water-main break on Montrose Avenue. The group chanted funny slogans supporting the existence of the 
water-main sink hole. Repair crews took the day off from fixing the Montrose Avenue water-main break to allow for the upcoming harsh weather. Sidewalk traffic 
has been opened up and pedestrians are now moving freely along Montrose Avenue. Auto traffic is still prohibited.
Jody Warner THE CHRONICLE
2006,  said Catherine Hosinski, a media rep-
resentative for the CTA in an e-mail.
The new rail cars will include wireless 
technology that will enable train opera-
tors to view live video in the cars when the 
passenger intercom is in use, compared to 
now where operators must walk through 
each car to see what is happening, Hosinski 
said. 
The CTA hopes emergency vehicles could 
also access this live video in case of an 
emergency.
The CTA’s control center will also be able 
to talk live with passengers via audio and 
video on six displays in each car, and will 
contain cellular modems,  which will enable 
it to send text messages to the displays. 
“For instance, if a train is stopped and 
instructed to wait, customers will receive 
an alert on the screen explaining why the 
train is stopped,” Hosinski said. 
Faith Rice, a junior poetry major at 
Columbia, travels to school on the Red 
Line and said she thinks it’s time the CTA 
replaced the old train cars. 
“I hate getting on the train and seeing 
the floors and seats worn out,” Rice said.
Rice said the new visual displays in the 
cars might be useful for those commuters 
who listen to their MP3 players and aren’t 
listening.
The CTA is also revamping the materi-
als used on the seats in the new cars. The 
new seats will be outfitted with an anti-
stain and anti-microbial fabric, which will 
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by Amanda Maurer
Editor-in-Chief
I have this friend. He has what my 
buddies and I like to call a “big-boy job,” 
which basically means that after gradua-
tion he scored a position that allows him 
to work full time in his field. He pretty 
much makes maps during the day, and 
when he has some downtime he finds, 
fills out and sends me surveys.
They’re not “What kind of kisser are 
you?” multiple-choice surveys that you 
can paste in your MySpace profile. They’re 
those random question surveys that list a 
hundred, if not more, questions. Yes, most 
of them are reminiscent of high school 
days and the brilliant e-mail addresses 
we used when we were younger like 
“snowkitty330@yahoo.com.” But back 
then, most e-mail surveys served two pur-
poses: reading about things you already 
knew about your friends and answering 
questions about yourself simply because 
you were a little self-absorbed.
Several years and several surveys later 
(recently we’ve completed five of varying 
lengths), the rationale behind filling these 
out has really changed for me. Instead 
of simply listing certain answers, I’ve 
learned that it’s really a great opportu-
nity for some personal reflection. Granted 
most questions concern ridiculous topics 
like “What’s your favorite color Post-it 
Note?” but other questions have put some 
things in perspective and made me think 
about my life in more detail now that I’m 
graduating.
I mean, now when I read questions like 
“What’s a goal you have for the next year?”, 
“Do you think you’ll accomplish it?” and 
“Where do you want to be in five years?” 
my answers are no longer “Graduate from 
high school,” “Yes” and “Graduating from 
Northwestern University’s Medill School 
of Journalism.” Many of us have come to a 
point in our lives where the “big-boy/girl 
job” is quickly approaching and the time 
 
to experiment in life is somewhat fading 
away.
I started thinking this way for several 
reasons. Obviously these surveys prompt-
ed it, but another major factor was start-
ing my last semester at Columbia. I visited 
my adviser a few weeks ago, and the only 
recommendation she really had for me 
was to take enough general college classes 
so I’d be able to graduate. So, after seven 
semesters of meeting all of the require-
ments I needed to graduate, I can finally 
just spend a semester taking whatever I 
want. 
I’ll admit it: Since it is my last semester, 
I’m not necessarily taking the most diffi-
cult classes. For example, I haven’t needed 
a math class since high school; however, 
I’m not really inclined to take Calculus 
again. So instead I decided I would take 
the next 15 weeks to experiment with 
Columbia classes.
I figure now is the time (as is all of 
college, really) to simply take advantage 
of all the world has to offer. Sure, some 
classes or experiences may turn out to 
be awful, but at the same time it was 
an experience, an opportunity to learn, 
and will hopefully help you figure out 
exactly where you’d like to be in five 
years.
amaurer@chroniclemail.com
CAMPUS POLL: How would you feel about Chicago being enclosed in a dome? 
“They can’t even figure out the CTA; 
how are they going to figure this one 
out?”
Jessica Lukac
Sophomore
Illustration
“i think there are better ways to fight 
global warming. it’s constricting and 
contradictory.”
Tempestt Hazel
Junior
Arts, Entertainment and Media 
Management
“That is just really scary and i don’t 
know how to really react. it is just like 
1984.”
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As pArt of the CTA’s Adopt-A-Station pro-
gram, Columbia has outfitted the 80-year-
old Harrison Red Line stop with an instal-
lation of semi-permanent haiku poetry by 
Columbia and Jones College Preparatory 
High School students.
The installation, which decorates the 
ticketing area with the colors of the Japa-
nese Maple tree—red, green and yellow—
mixed among the black vinyl lettering of 
the poetry, is the first phase of a three-part 
plan to completely transform the Harrison 
el stop with haiku poetry, according to Joe 
Leamanczyk, project manager in the office 
of Campus Environment.
The other two phases, which entail deco-
rating the escalator and boarding platform 
areas with additional haiku poetry, will be 
completed in the spring, according to Lea-
manczyk.  Those areas need to be repainted, 
and the winter temperatures make it too 
difficult to accomplish.
The design concept for the project was 
created by Columbia student Christopher 
Caliyua during a design competition in 
fall 2006, according to Leamanczyk. He 
was unable to contact Caliyua, but said 
the parameters for the contest were that 
students had to use the station and haiku 
poetry as their inspiration. Caliyua’s con-
cept was based on the idea that the train 
station has three levels—the ticketing area, 
escalator area and boarding platform—sim-
ilar to how a haiku poem has three parts.
Students in the competition also had to 
determine which materials would be used, 
and ultimately, RTA “Ready-to-Apply” vinyl 
was used, which Leamanczyk said was a 
good choice because both the CTA and 
Columbia were familiar with the material 
and have used it in the past.
Though it took a little more than two years 
from inception to installation, Leamanc-
zyk said the project was never too difficult. 
    “It was just a lot of coordination,” he said. 
“First, it was [holding] the design competi-
tion [to determine the] look of the station 
and then it was [working with] CCAP, the 
English Department and Jones College Prep 
to create the poetry, and then [finally] work-
ing with CTA on the approval process.”
Similarly, it was a rather easy decision 
to include the Jones College Preparatory 
High School in the project, according to 
Leamanczyk.  Jones College Prep, 606 S. 
State St., has a large number of students 
who use the Red Line stop, and Columbia 
viewed the opportunity as a chance to 
by robert Bykowski
Campus News Editor
engage in community partnership.
“It was kind of a community outreach 
thing,” Leamanczyk said. “Their students 
use the station a lot too. It was a good 
way for Columbia to reach out to one of 
its neighbors as a community building 
experience.”
Jones College Prep junior Nat Iosbacker, 
who has a poem prominently featured by 
the west side entrance, is thrilled about the 
installation.
“I think this is totally awesome,” Ios-
backer said. “I think it’s really healthy to 
get people to have poetry part of their daily 
lives.”
Eugene Lockhart, admissions counselor 
at Jones College Prep, is also impressed 
with the opportunity the installation has 
given the students.
 
Campus News
Aging station revived with eastern poetry 
Columbia in 10 seconds ... or less
    “It looks wonderful,” Lockhart said.  “I like 
the fact that it’s colorful and that there’s 
writings on the wall from students … stu-
dents having a chance to voice their insight 
on what they see.”
During a media event on Jan. 30 that 
included musical performances, various 
Columbia poetry students and Jones Col-
lege Prep students read some of their poetry 
to those in attendance. 
John Franklin Dandridge, a Columbia 
alumni who graduated in 2006 with an 
MFA, read a couple of his haiku poems at 
the event and said he was impressed with 
the installation. 
“It’s a lot better than having advertise-
ments [on the walls],” Dandridge said.
Harrison red Line                    
A haiku installation            
Walls rife with verses
tHe 2008 appointments for Distinguished 
College Scholar, Artist and Teacher are 
as follows: Jean Petrolle (English) the 
chosen scholar, Dawoud Bey (Photogra-
phy) is the chosen artist and Hope Dan-
iels (Radio) is the chosen teacher.
A memoriAL service for part time profes-
sor Tim Densmore will be held on Feb. 8 
at 10 a.m. in room 1501 (studio A) in the 
Alexandroff Campus Center, 600 S. Michi-
gan Ave. The service will be open to the 
entire Columbia community.
tHe Fitness Center at the Residence 
Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court, has new 
hours for the spring semester. The center 
will be open from 9 a.m. to midnight 
Monday through Friday and from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday.
AutHor HArriet Washington will discuss 
“American Apartheid: Tracing the Art, 
Science and Ethics of Medical Racism” 
on Feb. 7 from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the 
Ferguson Auditorium in the Alexandroff 
Campus Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave.
provost announces list of 
distinguished faculty fellows
memorial service for tim 
Densmore
Fitness Center changes hours 
for spring semester
science and math Colloquium 
series resumes
rbykowski@chroniclemail.com
“  I’m nobody. Whoare you? And why do we haveto share a locker?”—“High School” by Margaret Brady, Columbia
Nat losbaker, a junior at Jones College Preparatory 
High School, stands in front of his haiku poem in 
the Harrison Red Line station. Iosbaker said seeing 
his work on public display is a fun feeling.
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
Brent Goodale purchases a CTA transit card in the Harrison Red Line stop. The station has recently been decorated with haiku poetry written by students of 
Jones College Preparatory High School and Columbia.
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
“  Why do people getoff at Clark & Lake? It’s notas great as it seems.”—“Clark and Lake” by Nat Iosbaker,  Jones
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Almost time to get in
Students to embrace new online 
community in fall 2008
by Tim Bearden
Assistant Campus News Editor
ered by the Loop; the second stage will fea-
ture the student login where they can post 
their information, classifi eds and e-mail 
other students, and the fi nal stage will fea-
ture e-mails that are specifi cally targeted to 
students based on their demographic.  
In order to access information, the user 
must login. In addition, the Loop network-
ing site will only allow those within the 
community to contact other users. 
“Students won’t even be able to access a 
student’s e-mail information,” Sommers 
said. “[However], a student can e-mail a stu-
dent through the system.” 
Green said that he doesn’t want just 
anyone looking at the directory.
“Our plan is to make it that so you have 
to log-on to search the directory,” he said. 
“We’re going to err on the side of privacy.” 
All students will receive an e-mail in 
their Loop accounts with an outline ver-
sion of the website, according to Sommers. 
The students will be able to access their 
Oasis accounts and student e-mail, but the 
networking functions and profi le pages will 
not be available initially. Although Som-
mers didn’t give a specifi c date, she said the 
students will receive the message soon. 
“We could choose to wait and deliver this 
whole fancy, fully functioning thing to you 
in a couple of months, but I don’t see any 
reason to do that,” she said. 
Sommers said she would like students to 
be able to provide feedback early on to help 
make the website better in the long-run.   
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student 
A airs, said an incredible amount of work 
has been put into the Loop so far, but it 
won’t be until the fall 2008 semester that 
everything will be fi ne-tuned the way they 
want. However, Green said he believes the 
website to be fully functional by the end of 
this semester, providing there are no tech-
nical di  culties. 
The sister websites for the alumni and 
faculty and sta  have most of their func-
tionality right now, according to Wiens. 
Users can access profi le pages and e-mail 
one another, and each user has the discre-
tion to pick-and-choose what information 
will be available to other users.  According 
to Green, the student website is the last to 
go up in order to see the bugs within the 
other systems and work them out for the 
students’ Loop, which he said he feels is the 
most important. 
The three communities will only have 
access to users within that networking 
area, but graduating students will have 
a head start with contacts outside of the 
campus. 
“As students become seniors they’re 
moved from the student community into 
the alumni community,” she said. “[And]
that gives them a chance to network with 
the alumni, which is ultimately what every-
body wants.” 
Anthony Ingram, a junior arts,  entertain-
ment and media management major, seems 
interested, but cautious. 
“I’d use something like that,” he said. 
“As long as it is pertaining to networking 
though, that’s how I’d like to see it, for my 
work. I could use MySpace[.com] or Face-
book[.com] if I wanted to chat.” 
The fi nished website will be invaluable, 
Kelly said. 
“It will fundamentally change how the 
students will communicate with each 
other,” he said. 
tbearden@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy CREATIVE SERVICES
Courtesy STUDENT AFFAIRS 
STUDENTS WILL soon be able to interact with 
each other outside of school with Colum-
bia’s new interactive website, the Loop. 
The Loop will be a professional network-
ing website, unlike social networking web-
sites such as MySpace.com or Facebook.com, 
according to Kari Sommers, assistant dean 
of Student Life.  Once completed, the web-
site will o er a variety of services such as 
blogs, classifi eds, student profi les and an 
online community.  
“The point of all of this, unlike a social 
networking site, is for students to be in 
there making professional contacts before 
they leave school,” Sommers said. “Those 
connections are the connections, as profes-
sionals, you’re going to take with you.” 
The system has already been implement-
ed for alumni, faculty and sta , according to 
Ann Wiens, director of College Communi-
cations. The alumni website went live last 
spring and the faculty and sta  website 
was put into place September 2007. How-
ever, there is no o  cial launch date for the 
student version yet. 
“We’re very close to being ready,” Wiens 
said. “We’re just fi nalizing the data fl ow.”  
Matt Green, director of Student Online Com-
munications, said it’s a three stage roll-out over 
the semester.  The fi rst stage will feature core 
sites,  such as the student’s page,  being pow-
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220 E. Chicago Avenue
Chicago, Illinois  60611
mcachicago.org
312.280.2660
GORDON
MATTA-CLARK
FEBRUARY 2–MAY 4
Don’t miss the final US stop of this groundbreaking 
exhibition. Previously mounted at the Whitney Museum 
of American Art and The Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles, Gordon Matta-Clark: “You Are the Measure” 
features new material from his final project completed 
shortly before his untimely death. Celebrate the joy and 
brilliance of Matta-Clark—the man, his process, and  
his work. 
ABOVE
Gordon Matta-Clark and crew installing Circus or The Caribbean Orange,  
January 1978, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago 
Photo by Tom Van Eynde
© Estate of Gordon Matta-Clark/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York
This exhibition was organized by the Whitney Museum of American Art,  
New York, in collaboration with The Museum of Contemporary Art,  
Los Angeles.
            
Presenting Sponsor       
  
Major support is provided by The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc., The Andy 
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc., and the National Committee of 
the Whitney Museum of American Art. 
Additional support is provided by The Andrew J. and Christine C. Hall 
Foundation, Donald R. Mullen, Jr., The Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation, 
Inc., Elise Jaffe + Jeffrey Brown, Judith Neisser, and Michèle Gerber Klein 
and Jeffrey P.  Klein.
The Chicago presentation has been made possible by a generous grant 
from the Terra Foundation for American Art.
Additional support for the Chicago presentation is provided by Ruth P. 
Horwich, Richard A. Lenon, Howard and Donna Stone, Dorie Sternberg, and 
Judith Neisser.
Official Airline of the Museum of Contemporary Art
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Socially Responsible graduates
Holistic Services
Social Justice
www.adler.edu
PLEASE JOIN US FOR
AN OPEN HOUSE:
April 1, 11:30 - 1:00
May 20, 11:30 - 1:00
To R.S.V.P. or for more information call
312-201-5900 or visit www.adler.edu
s cially
responsible
graduates
No matter the city, country or continent
where you live, you will find Adler School
graduates out in their communities helping
to create social change. Our one-of-a-kind
curriculum provides students with the skills
to address social injustices around the world.
Doctor of Psychology in
Clinical Psychology
Master of Arts in:
Counseling Psychology
Counseling & Organizational Psychology
Counseling Psychology: Art Therapy
Marriage & Family Counseling
Police Psychology
Adler_ColumbiaAd:Layout 1  2/1/08  11:28 AM  Page 1
A series on the impact of geographical environment on random Columbia students’ livesHouse Calls
Sophomore arts, entertainment and 
media management major from ... 
Lakeview
ALEX SMALL
ALEX SMALL said he had no problem inviting 
strangers in. 
The self-described friendly, spontane-
ous and easy-going sophomore arts, enter-
tainment and media management major 
recently gave The Chronicle a tour of his 
two-bedroom apartment on the North Side 
near the Wellington Brown Line el stop.
After Small and his roommate moved out 
of The Residence Center, 731 S. Plymouth 
Court, last year, he said they were happy 
to find this affordable place, which is in 
walking distance to his barista job at Red 
Hen Bread, 500 W. Diversey Ave.
Small talked about how he values the 
indie music and movie venues in Lakeview 
and about his recent memorial fund dona-
tion to a Columbia organization.
Alex Small: I like that I’m in the vicinity 
of all of the venues—Metro, Schubas Tavern, 
The Vic Theatre, Park West Theater—really 
they’re just a few footsteps away or a short 
bus ride. Now I can just walk to the [box 
office] and save like $15 off Ticketmaster’s 
price. I recently saw Sia, Air, M.I.A. I can’t 
play a musical instrument, but I’d like to 
have a job where I’m around music. 
Well, one of my cousins was the manager 
of the Dixie Chicks and now she’s the man 
ager of George Strait. I talked to her and 
I thought it would be cool to do what she 
does. Right now she’s on tour with Kenny 
Chesney. 
No, not at all. [I would like to work with] 
an electronic artist, someone who’s not huge, 
you know. I’m not in this to manage Chris-
tina Aguilera or anything. I’d just like to be 
close with a band that’s electronic, ambient. 
I like Moby, Boards of Canada, Air, M.I.A.
No, I’ve mostly just been meeting peo-
ple—networking, I guess—but I hate to use 
 
 
Q
Q
Q
Kimi Badger The ChroniCle rachael Strecher The ChroniCle
Alex Small in his lakeview bedroom where his walls are covered with posters in homage to his favorite 
bands including M.i.A. and Moby. 
The Chronicle: What do you like 
best about your neighborhood?
How did you become interested in
music business?Q
Are you into country music?
Are you involved in music business 
groups at Columbia?
that word. I’m part of Reach Out, [a student 
volunteer organization that works on Hur-
ricane Katrina relief during spring break]. 
When my grandma died back in August I 
set up a fund so all of the memorial dona-
tions would go to Reach Out. The last con-
versation I had with my grandma was about 
Reach Out. We were in the back yard and I 
was just telling her how I was going to be a 
part of this group and she liked the idea. 
—B. Palmer
To be the next subject of “House Calls” 
e-mail rbykowski@chroniclemail.com
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Graduate poetry major Thomas Mowe reads his work at the ‘Word 3: Type + Image’ exhibit in the Hokin 
Annex in the Wabash Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave on Jan. 31.
A NEW art exhibit at Columbia brought 
together more than just a group of onlook-
ers. It fused the talents of illustration and 
graphic design majors to represent the 
written word of Columbia poets.   
On Jan. 31, C-Spaces celebrated the union 
of art and the visual word with a reception 
for the new exhibit “Word 3: Type + Image” 
at the Hokin Gallery in the Wabash Campus 
Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave. The exhibit, 
which combined a number of Columbia 
students from a variety of majors, concen-
trated on using text as the focus of the art 
crafted by three very diverse majors.    
For the past two years, Columbia has 
hosted the “Word” exhibition, now called 
“Word 3: Type + Image,” as a means of show-
casing the talents of Columbia students and 
how their pulled resources came together 
to make a unifi ed piece of art.  The prior 
enthusiastic reactions of students and 
faculty made the exhibit come back for 
another installment this year, according to 
Becca Klaver, the curator of “Word 3: Type 
+ Image” and assistant programs director 
for poetry and literature in the English 
Department. 
Klaver explained that each student who 
has work displayed had to go through a 
process before his or her work could be 
presented at the exhibit.
“What we do over here is ask our stu-
dents to submit one to three poems that 
they think might be interestingly displayed 
visually,” she said. 
Klaver clarifi ed the exhibition was a con-
test for poetry majors and if their work was 
chosen, it could be displayed. In the past, 
the poetry committee would choose the 
winners, who are given the opportunity 
of having their poetry hung in the gallery. 
This year, Klaver was the curator of the 
exhibit, and took on the responsibility of 
choosing whose work would be displayed.  
“I chose the winners by trying to fi gure 
out which poems had images that might be 
represented in an interesting way visually,” 
Klaver said.
Once chosen, the poetry winners collabo-
rated with other artists around Columbia, 
including graphic design and illustration 
majors, to give a more visual feel to the 
poems. Last year, the exhibit started to 
incorporate small images with the poems. 
“They are literalizing the fi gurative lan-
guage in the poem,” Klaver said. 
The fi gurative language can actually 
be seen through the art made by other 
Columbia students. 
Artists who complemented the poetry 
used many di erent types of fonts and sizes 
to create a visual understanding of what the 
poem is trying to convey. Certain words or 
phrases are blown up to represent a feeling, 
whether it is anger or frustration.  Some art-
ists left spaces in between words to create a 
feeling of loneliness or depression. 
The art that accompanies the poems 
show a di erent way to look at the work, 
but it still holds the overall theme and 
sheds light on it. One poem by Sophia Burke, 
freshman poetry major, is titled “Wedding 
Dress.” The artist chose to supplement the 
work by having the lines from the poem 
fl owing in and out of a silhouetted wedding 
dress. It holds the message of the poem, yet 
gives the poem a picture that people can 
associate with visually. Burke and other 
students read their poems, which were on 
display. 
“I got to do a lot of poetry readings back 
at home in front of my friends, so it’s fun,” 
Burke said.
At the reception, the crowd seemed to 
enjoy the poetry and artwork, with more 
than 70 people fi lling the gallery at times. 
Students, faculty and others paraded 
around the gallery to see all of the artwork 
and mingle with one another. 
Another student who read his work was 
Thomas Mowe, a graduate poetry student. 
The artist that made his poetry a visual pic-
ture depicted the true meaning of the poem. 
The artist, who chose a graphic design 
route, decided to enlarge certain words and 
phrases to emphasize the meaning in the 
poem.  The art in the poem, which is about 
a lover who cheats on his or her partner, 
showed the drift between the two lovers. 
Mowe was pleased with the way his poem 
turned out visually.
“It is remarkably true to what it looks 
like on a piece of paper,” Mowe said. “The 
only di erence is that it is right there on 
[the] pillar.” 
Among the many poems streaming across 
the walls,  many cartoons are also displayed. 
These cartoons contain the poems intri-
cately placed throughout the comic, and 
the pictures in the cartoons tie a visual 
story with the poem.  
The gallery will run from until Feb. 28 in the 
Hokin Gallery in the Wabash Campus Building, 
623 S. Wabash Ave. The gallery hours are 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to  5 
p.m. on Friday,  and Saturday by appointment 
only.
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com
Written word becomes visual
by Miles Maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE
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Political presence 
lacking at college
ElEction 2008 approaches, yet Columbia is 
without any political party student groups 
and has done less than in past years to edu-
cate students on parties’ standings.
Some administrators think college stu-
dents find enough information on their own 
to prepare for voting. However, students 
from both liberal and conservative view-
points said Columbia should coordinate 
candidate appearances and should encour-
age students of all views to be involved in 
the democratic process.
Dominic Cottone, director of Student 
Organizations and Leadership, said in the 
past, politicians or other members of both 
major political parties have been invited to 
speak about what it means to support their 
respective party; events that usually drew 
an audience of 20 or 30 people.
But the office of Student Organizations 
and Leadership did not bring anyone in this 
year.
“It’s too hard to organize those things,” 
Cottone said.
Outside organizations including the Illi-
nois Democratic Party, the Illinois Republi-
can Party and the Women’s League of Voters 
were already booked up because of the busy 
primary season, he said.
Student initiative absent, 
columbia shows little effort  
by Beth Palmer
Associate Editor
Cottone said the students he’s talked to 
already know who they are going to vote for.
“It seems the 18-24 group is really get-
ting on board with what’s going on with 
candidates,” he said.
In the past, the Journalism Department 
has hosted incumbent politicians includ-
ing Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) and Sen. Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.).  On Feb. 13,  Judy Barr Topinka, 
the Illinois State Treasurer from 1995-2007, 
will discuss her career in politics in the 
Media Convergence Room on the 2nd floor 
of the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building.
No presidential or other candidates have 
been invited to the college this year, but 
Columbia did begin to offer voter registra-
tion during U-Pass pick-up.  During the 
past two weeks, 137 Illinois residents regis-
tered to vote at U-Pass pick-up,  according 
to Leslie Watland,  administrative assis-
tant in the HUB office, located in the 1104 
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.  Last semester, 
this effort gained 600 registrations.
“I’m excited about the total number we 
had register for the year,” Cottone said.
The college would like to have voter reg-
istration become a normal part of U-Pass 
pick-up, he said.
Usually, outside organizations come in to 
act as registrars, but Cottone said he would 
like a nonpartisan student group to emerge 
to become certified as registrars and work 
at U-Pass pick-up and at polls.
But such a student organization may 
be hard to come by considering Columbia 
currently lacks any official political party 
student group. The College Democrats did 
not apply to renew their status in fall 2007 
and the Columbia Conservatives are on pro-
bation this year, Cottone said.
He said the College Democrats’ loss of 
momentum might have stemmed from the 
group’s president graduating last year. The 
Columbia Conservatives are on probation 
after a series of wrong choices including 
their attempt to hold a “Conservative Com-
ing-Out Week,” Cottone said. The group had 
planned to hold activities during the week 
including an “affirmative action bake sale” 
and a “catch an illegal immigrant” game.
“We have certain guidelines we hold all 
student organizations to and they broke 
them,” Cottone said. “We had issues with 
some of their proposals and interactions 
on campus.”
While no physical student political 
groups exist on campus, Columbia’s net-
work on Facebook.com has a handful 
including “Stop the Democrats from losing 
in 2008,” which has two members, and “We 
like George W. Bush and go to Columbia,” 
which has 46 members.
Marty Abezetian, an ’07 arts, entertain-
ment and media management alumnus, 
worked as the financial affairs director for 
the Columbia Conservatives during his 
senior year and is an administrator of “We 
like George W. Bush and go to Columbia.”
Abezetian said it was sad the College Dem-
ocrats had not reapplied for organization
SEE VotinG  x PG. 13
Leslie Watland, administrative assistant for the Office of Student Organizations and Leadership, and HUB 
manager Jessica Covey, encourage students to register to vote. 
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
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CAPACITY CROWDS fi lled the Conaway Center 
on Feb. 1 for the third annual “Kullision” 
fashion show.
Hosted by the Columbia Urban Music 
Association and held in the 1104 Center, 
1104 S. Wabash Ave., the show combined 
a runway fashion show with clothing 
fashions from more than 10 designers and 
music from multiple DJs.
Models in the left photograph are wear-
ing sunglasses designed by Jon Cotay for 
Akira, while the model on the right is wear-
ing a new hoodie designed by Nicholas 
Lawson, one of the many designers with 
fashions in the show.
Urban fashion on a ‘Kullision’ course
Dan Thompson THE CHRONICLE
—D. Thompson
200 South Michigan Avenue
Suite 1215
Chicago, IL 60604
312.663.1490
www.impark.com
IMPERIAL PARKING
welcomes back students with great parking prices and job oppor-
tunities. Parking is available at our 609 S. State Street surface lot 
and at the 2 E. Eighth Street Garage seven days a week.
For those students interested in part-time jobs, Impark is accepting applications at 201 W. 
Madison, second floor garage office, between 10 a.m. and noon, Monday through Friday.
BEST PARKING VALUE IN THE AREA!
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let that happen,” she said. 
The council voted on the motion to limit 
the number of times a course can be repeat-
ed; it passed unanimously. 
Sullivan also brought to light another 
topic regarding potential conflict of interest 
issues involving sales of faculty-authored 
textbooks. 
According to the policy, which passed 
with a strong majority, faculty cannot sell 
any course materials directly to students. It 
further mandates faculty submit proposals 
to their department curriculum committee 
before being able to require students pur-
chase any textbooks he or she would benefit 
from financially. 
This policy comes after students com-
plained last semester when a professor 
required they buy the textbook he authored 
at full price; it was not available used. 
“I don’t think the students are concerned 
with the faculty writing the book,” said 
Brian Matos, president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association. “They only care when 
it can’t be bought back and they have to 
buy it new.”
As a possible solution to the students’ 
complaints, Louis Silverstein, a full-time 
faculty member in the Liberal Education 
Department, proposed an amendment, 
which was denied, requiring faculty to 
notify the bookstore if their authored text-
book would be used in the following semes-
ter.  This way, the bookstore would buy back 
current students copies of the text, making 
used copies available to future students.  
tbearden@chroniclemail.com
New semester, new concerns for council
during its first meeting of the semester on 
Feb. 1, college council members discussed a 
variety of topics including new academic 
policies and mandatory faculty and staff 
training. 
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student 
Affairs,  announced a new mandate—all 
full-time faculty and staff will have to 
attend a “Students Experiencing Difficul-
ties”  training session and to learn how to 
respond in challenging situations. 
“Full-time faculty and staff will take one 
half-hour session to be completed by the 
end of the semester,” he said. 
Multiple sessions will be offered in accor-
dance with time and availability of the 
member, Kelly added. 
The mandate was sent on Jan. 28 via 
e-mail by President Warrick L. Carter.
Kelly also said enrollment this spring for 
new students is down by about 10 percent, 
but overall Columbia is up approximately 
five percent in total enrollment. 
The numbers,  he said, were only esti-
mates and the actual numbers will be out 
next week.
Margaret Sullivan, chair of the Marketing 
Communications Department, announced 
two counts of new business.  
The first order of business was initiating a 
new policy regarding how many times a stu-
Policies approved regarding 
textbook requirements, number 
of course repeats 
by tim Bearden
Assistant Campus Editor
dent can re-take a class for a better grade. 
According to Louise Love, vice president 
of Academic Affairs, one Columbia student 
has taken a course seven different times 
unsuccessfully. 
“We identified the student to tell him that 
we were considering limiting the number 
of course repeatabilities and how it would 
affect him,” she said.  “He said it was a good 
policy and encouraged us to do it.”
 
   The new policy will only allow students 
to take a course three times. If they don’t 
pass, they are not allowed to move on to 
the next course. 
However, a student can take the course 
at a different college and, if they pass, that 
class  will be transferred as successful com-
pletion, Sullivan said.
“If that person is clever enough to go out-
side to another institution then we would 
Mark Kelly speaks about spring enrollment percentages to the college council at its first meeting Feb. 1. 
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE
Questions? Contact Kelli Collins
The Associate Director of Residence Life at Kcollins@colum.edu
NOTE: You must attend an Information Session to obtain an application.
Come out to the...
Resident Assistant
Selection 
Information 
Sessions
 Tuesday, February 5
  Sunday, February 10
  All @ 7pm
  731 S. Plymouth Court    
Who w
ants
to be a
n RA?
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SUBMIT DEMOS TO PERFORM ON OUTSIDE STAGES 
AROUND CAMPUS DURING MANIFEST: MAY 16, 2008. 
 
At least one group member must be a Columbia student.
 
Demos must be submitted on a CD or DVD and have good sound and/or 
video quality.
 
Demo must be clearly labeled with the name of the group, contact number,
oasis number and email address. Submitted demos will not be returned.
 
Demos can be submitted to: 
Sharod Smith, Program Coordinator of College-wide Events 
623 South Wabash Avenue, Floor 1/Hokin Annex, Office A
312-344-7188, ssmith@colum.edu
DEADLINE: February 15, 2008
Supported by the student activity fee through the Office of College-wide Events.
CALLING ALL ST
UDENT MUSICIA
NS!
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VOTING: x
Continued from PG. 9
status and,  as a former Columbia Conserva-
tive, he would fight the probation decision 
if he still attended the college.
“I think it’s unfortunate that there’s not 
a lot of activism,” he said. “Healthy debate 
is the only way to have the true democratic 
process.”
Although he was not involved in the 
controversial “Conservative Coming-Out 
Week,” Abezetian said he found the faculty 
and administration at the college to hold 
primarily liberal views, making it hard to 
be a conservative at Columbia.
As far as the primary election,  Abezetian 
said he would vote for Sen. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) since his top choice, former Ten-
nessee senator Fred Thompson, has dropped 
out of the race.
He said Columbia should invite candi-
dates to the college; students need inspira-
tion to get them to the polls.
“The young people will not sway an elec-
tion this year because they don’t vote,” he 
said.  “Whether the presidential candidates 
would come or not—it’s the college’s effort 
that counts.”
Representing the liberal view, Tessana 
Nemenski, a junior film and video major, 
is a member of “Stop the Democrats from 
losing in 2008” and has already cast her 
primary vote for Obama. On Feb. 5, she is 
working as a pollster.
Ideally, all political parties would be rep-
resented on campus, she said, but the lack 
of presence is something she’s noticed.
 
   “The media is talking about this upsurge 
of student voting,  [which is] great,” she said, 
“But I’m thinking, where is it at Columbia?”
Nemenski said she wonders why the 
administration has not invited any presi-
dential candidates to the campus,  especially 
with both Obama and Sen. Hillary Clinton 
(D-NY) hailing from the Land of Lincoln. 
After each party announces its nominee in 
early fall, Nemenski said she would like to 
see the two presidential hopefuls debate 
at Columbia, in the Conaway Center in the 
1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
“It would be great PR for the school and it 
would be great for students,” she said.
In lieu of the major political party stu-
dent organizations, other Columbia groups 
voiced political concern.
Brian Matos, president of the Student 
Government Association, said the SGA has 
no plans to actively push voting, but he said 
some members were planning to work at 
polling places on Feb. 5. 
He said he would be voting but did not 
want to disclose the candidate he supports.
“The fact that we have so many different 
characters with diverse backgrounds run-
ning for the highest office in the land is a 
great testament to how far we have come 
as a nation,” Matos said. “I think Barack 
Obama’s status as Illinois senator and 
hometown hero will give him a solid vic-
tory here while the Republican race will 
be very close.”
 
   Andrew Breen, a senior cultural studies 
major, is involved in several politically-
minded endeavors including the Columbia 
College Chapter of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, the campaign for Proco “Joe” 
Moreno for 2nd District state senator and 
the office of 1st Ward Ald. Manny Flores.
Breen said the Columbia ACLU chapter 
has one person registering students to vote 
at U-Pass pick-up, but they don’t have the 
manpower for anything else.
In his experience, Breen said it seems 
college-age people know little about federal 
candidates and less about local candidates 
because the presidential election gains 
more attention from the media.
“It’s like the Super Bowl versus the Little 
League World Series,” he said.
He said he is most concerned with stu-
dents not knowing about local candidates, 
like state senators and state’s attorney.
“Politics is so local,” he said. “[Local poli-
tics] are really the things that impact us.”
Erik Uy, a freshman film and video major, 
said the responsibility of encouraging 
voting falls on both the administration and 
the student body.
“The faculty could push, motivate the 
students,” Uy said. “If a small group wants 
to make a difference and invite a candidate 
to speak, it would motivate people to vote 
rather than just seeing the candidates on 
TV.”
Uy, who said he plans to vote for Obama 
in the Feb. 5 primary,  said candidates would 
not need to necessarily come to Columbia’s 
campus.
“If they just came in the vicinity of 
Columbia, it would be more accessible for 
students,” he said.
bpalmer@chroniclemail.com
Some Columbia students call 
lack of activism ‘unfortunate’
Freshman photography major Alexis Warnick registers to vote during U-Pass pick up in the 1104 Center, 
1104 S. Wabash Ave. 
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
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In Baltimore, I had everything in life 
that I wanted.  A car, van and good jobs, but 
things turned for the worse. 
I started using drugs on a daily basis and 
my life began to unravel.  I found myself 
standing in line buying my next high, and 
the next day the same routine continued. 
I started losing weight and I had to roll 
my pants at my waist line. I felt like I was 
running into a brick wall and there was 
nowhere to run or hide.
One day as I was using the bathroom, I 
started to wash my hands and looked up 
and found myself staring in the mirror.  As 
I continued to stare I said to myself “this 
isn’t me.”  I asked a girlfriend of mine to 
speak with Mrs. Williams about sending 
me to Chicago. 
Mrs. Williams owned the Lake Trout res-
taurant, (known as the roost) on Reister-
stown Road and would send people all over 
the world to get their lives in order.  Mrs. 
Williams would call and check on every-
one that she sent to Chicago. 
People that were unable to 
complete the program left, 
but Mrs. Williams continued 
to send repeat addicts no 
matter what.  
Mrs. Williams was a firm 
believer in each of the individuals she 
supported.
On a Tuesday I drove to her restaurant 
and she immediately began praying with 
me.  Afterward, she said, “I heard that you’re 
kind of smart and you wrote a book.” 
Mrs. Williams asked me what was keep-
ing me in Baltimore and I responded by 
saying it was my car note, which a friend 
was going to pay.  
Mrs. Williams then said, “I will pay your 
car insurance for a year while you complete 
the Bible program.”  She said to be ready by 
Saturday morning. 
That day she drove me to the Greyhound 
station and handed me $200 to purchase a 
by Paulette Dickens
Senior graphic design major
ticket.  She told me that if I completed the 
Bible program in a year, she would come to 
my graduation.  
I arrived in Chicago and caught a cab 
from the Greyhound station to Pacifi c 
Garden Mission; from there I proceeded to 
the Gospel League Home.
Unfortunately, on Sep. 15, 2003, Mrs. Wil-
liams passed away.  But she would have 
been proud of me because on Sep. 24, 2004 I 
graduated from the Women’s Bible program 
at the Gospel League Home. 
After graduation, my plans were to go 
back to Baltimore, but the director said to 
me, “Paulette you should go back to school. 
You’ll be 47, but you’ll get your degree.” 
The chaplain, directors and counsel-
ors wrote letters of recommendation on 
my behalf. I applied to Columbia and was 
accepted. I never thought I would be back 
in school after all these years. 
I’m in my senior year and four years 
clean to this day.  Some of my artwork has 
been published in newspapers such as 
Streetwise and auctioned o  at the YMCA 
Lawson House for a fundraiser.  
I remember my life in Baltimore and I 
refl ect on my journey to this place at this 
time.  The Lord has opened doors for  me and 
I’m truly happy with my life today.  
The aim of Critical Encounters 
is to encourage you to engage with 
di  cult questions about poverty 
and privilege.  
Each week, Critical Encounters 
will present a personal narrative 
from a student, faculty, sta , or administrator 
of Columbia.
I welcome your reactions to each of these nar-
ratives.  Write to me about what you think, how 
these narratives made you think about your own 
journey, whether you agree or disagree with the 
views that emerge from these narratives. 
Hopefully, you will feel inspired to write your 
own narratives, which you can send to me for 
inclusion in this column or on our website. Guide-
lines are on our website. 
– Stephanie Shonekan  
Critical Encounters’ Roots and 
Routes: Weekly narratives of 
Poverty and Privilege
From Baltimore to Chicago
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE
FEATURE PHOTO - Reading by a lonely light
Jonathan Messinger, editor of Featherproof Books and book reviewer for The Chicago Reader reads at 
‘Silver Tongue’ in the Residence Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court, on Jan. 30.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
CriticalEncounters@colum.edu 
www.Colum.edu/CriticalEncounters
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(From right) Jim Bohnen, patron of Fizz Bar and Grill, and Kevin Anda, the bartender, share a smoke in Fizz Bar and Grill’s outdoor heated facility, 3220 N. Lincoln Ave. “I’d rather smoke in the bar, but it’s cut down 
on how much I smoke because I can’t just reach for a cigarette and light up,” Bohnen said. 
Beer’s Best friend has finally been banned 
from indoor public places in Chicago. But 
smokers rejoice: a few bars and lounges 
in the city are helping keep patrons warm 
while they take the smoke outside.
Although the smoking ban has some 
spending more time at home drinking and 
smoking, bars and lounges in Chicago have 
been cleaning up and updating their look, 
and a few places in Chicago have imple-
mented heated outdoor patios or sidewalks 
for those who want to light up outdoors. 
Propane furnaces and heaters help keep 
patrons warm outside at bars and lounges 
such as Fizz Bar and Grill, 3220 N. Lincoln 
Ave; Sound-Bar, 226 W. Ontario St.; and NV 
Penthouse Lounge, 116 W. Hubbard St.
“I personally think that restaurants and 
bars should be able to provide a private, 
enclosed structure, with a ventilation 
system that can accommodate people who 
do smoke,” said Weslie Bellini, the owner of 
Fizz Bar and Grill.
Fizz Bar and Grill currently has an open-
air tent set up for smokers on a patio on the 
north side of the bar. Bellini, a non-smoker, 
said the tent, which falls under the guide-
Chicago businesses improvise 
conditions in wake of ban  
by Derek Kucynda
Assistant A&E Editor 
Arts & Entertainment
Smokers feel the heat, literally 
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
lines of the Clean Air Ordinance because of 
the lack of walls, keeps smokers out of the 
cold weather. Patrons who do smoke have 
thanked her for providing an area for them 
to light up, she said.
“The smokers like the fact that we do pro-
vide an area that keeps them away from the 
elements and provides them a warm area to 
enjoy their cigarettes in,” Bellini said.
As for the summer months, Bellini said 
she will expand the patio so people can 
sit in front of the bar as well. She said she 
thinks more bars and lounges are going to 
have open air patios outside in the summer, 
because of the warm weather.
Unlike Fizz Bar and Grill, the NV Pent-
house Lounge has an eighth-floor outdoor 
terrace that fits about 40 people. The out-
door terrace is partially enclosed with con-
crete awning and is equipped with electric 
heaters and a standing room, said Stefanie 
Murauskas, the marketing director for NV 
Penthouse Lounge.  She said patrons can sit 
down while they light up, there are cabanas 
located around the terrace and smokers can 
enjoy a view of downtown Chicago.
For most bars and lounges in the city, 
owners like Bellini are glad they have 
chance to clean up and renovate their busi-
ness now that the inside area is clear of 
smoke and ashes. 
Since the Clean Air Ordinance was enact-
ed on Jan. 1, Stone Lotus, 873 N. Orleans St., 
is in the process of performing an extreme 
makeover on its lounge by updating the 
indoor area and installing an outdoor patio 
area, heated by lamps for the smoking cus-
tomers, according to Michelle Silverman, 
the marketing director for Stone Lotus.
“It has given us the opportunity to do 
some face lifts on the venue,” Silver-
man said. “We’ve replaced the carpeting, 
the floors and we’ve reupholstered the 
furniture.”
Tim Hadac, a spokesperson for the Chi-
cago Department of Public Health, said the 
Clean Air Ordinance has been well-received 
by employees of Chicago bars and lounges.
“The heated patios [designated for smok-
ers] are contributing to the smoking ban 
by reducing the second-hand smoke other 
patrons take in,” Hadac said. “[Now, indi-
viduals] in the workplace have the choice 
to breathe smoke-filled, carcinogenic air 
or not.”
Some individuals like ex-smoker Sara 
Doherty, a sophomore theater major, said 
she decided to kick the habit of smoking 
at the same time the Open Air Ordinance 
went into effect.
“It’s so much harder to smoke now any-
where, [so] it’s a good time to quit,” Doherty 
said. “I actually appreciate the [smoking 
ban] because as someone who has smoked 
see HeAt, x  PG. 19
Where: 3220 N. Lincoln Ave.
Hours: 4 p.m.—2 a.m. 
Features: Heated, year-round tented patio 
Contact: (773) 348-6088
sound-Bar 
Fizz Bar & Grill 
smoKers ’  retreAts
Where: 226 W. Ontario St.
Hours: 9 p.m.—4 a.m., Fridays; 
9 p.m.—5 a.m., Saturdays   
Features: Heated sidewalk smoking section 
Contact: (312) 787-4480
NV Penthouse Lounge 
Where: 116 W. Hubbard St.
Hours: 9 p.m.—2 a.m., Thursdays, Fridays; 
9 p.m.—3 a.m., Saturdays    
Features: Heated 8th floor terrace  
Contact: (312) 329-9960
stone Lotus  
Where: 873 N. Orleans St.
Hours: 10 p.m.—2 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
10 p.m.—4 a.m., Fridays; 
10 p.m.—5 a.m., Saturdays    
Features: Renovated interior, new furniture, out-
door heated patio  
Contact: (312) 440-9680
Several bars, clubs and venues 
throughout the city are taking 
steps to cater to their smoking 
customers. These are a few of the 
places smokers can look out for 
shelter and other revisions resulting 
from the smoking ban that went into 
effect Jan. 1. 
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The amount of women’s undergarments 
stolen by Garth Flaherty, 24, out of various 
laundry rooms near Washington State 
University. According to The Associated 
Press, police received 12 reports of “panty 
thefts” before finding 93 pounds of bras, 
panties and other female 
underwear in Flaherty’s 
bedroom.  Paging ed Wood…
The amount of money 
Meet the Spartans 
made at the late Janu-
ary weekend box office that enabled it to take 
the number one spot from Sylvester Stallone’s 
supposed cash-cow Rambo. Sorry Stallone, 
unfortunately there is a film now in theaters 
that succeeds in being even more derivative 
and unoriginal than your gory nostalgia trip. 
Beds aren’t windows into the soul 
by Jessica Galliart 
A&E Editor 
A recession on depression    
by Chrissy Mahlmeister 
Managing Editor
Congratulations! You’ve made it through 
the most depressing week of the year.  Just 
when I thought I was having sob fests for no 
reason, I stumbled upon an article in Time 
which said Jan. 21 is the saddest day of the 
year, or “Blue Monday” as they call it.  Appar-
ently, the third week in January is when 
New Year’s resolutions are starting to fail, 
the debt from the holidays is just starting 
to sink in and the weather is as crummy as 
ever—with no signs of slowing. 
I couldn’t bear the concept of going back 
for one more semester of college. I looked 
up my schedule the night before my first 
day and let out a big sigh in disbelief. I was 
going to have to do this all over again. The 
excitement of meeting new students is 
beyond over, mostly because I know a lot 
of the people in my classes and the subject 
matter is something I’ve heard many times 
before. Is it just me or does every science 
class start out the same: “OK, class, what is 
a hypothesis?” 
Luckily, my classes seem pretty inspir-
My name is Jessica, and I’m addicted to 
my bed.
Every night, I return to my regular,  some-
what unhealthy habit of sprawling out in 
my huge bed, taking in as much comfort 
as my body can handle. Every morning my 
alarm clock seems to attempt an interven-
tion to get me out of my addiction.
But at the same time, I’m also incredibly 
possessive of my bed and very selective of 
whom I let into it.  Single friends constantly 
talk about missing having a companion 
lying in bed next to them, but I’ve never 
really felt the same urge to share my bed 
with anyone else. In terms of relationships 
and friendships, some people confuse this 
selfishness of my bed for a detachment I 
feel from members of the opposite sex.
After being surrounded by people for the 
majority of each weekday, I relish my alone 
time in my bed, my apartment or anywhere 
else I can have it. So why are these displays 
of self-reliance, independence and regular 
“me-time” sessions often mistaken for self-
ishness, distance or ice queen behaviors?
Most men and women are terrified of get-
ting involved with the typical clingy signif-
icant other, and friends are wary of continu-
ing friendships with clingy pals, otherwise 
known as friendly stalkers. But on the flip 
side, when one person in a relationship rel-
ishes his or her alone time more than the 
ing, but it’s admittingly hard to get up for 
9 a.m. classes when it’s too cold to even get 
out of bed. Getting up so early also makes 
me unprepared. I grab the wrong folders in 
a foggy daze, bringing my Gender Studies 
notes to my Natural Disasters class which, I 
guess, could go hand in hand in some 
cases.
Not to mention I’m checking out summer 
internships and doing a double-take when 
I see their deadlines. I forgot February has 
already begun. 
It’s funny when I check my bank account 
and have only two digits to stand for my 
entire balance. I jog my memory of all the 
stupid stuff I’ve bought (like keychain flasks) 
and realize that I could’ve used those dollars 
to buy some lunch. But instead, I won’t eat 
and it’ll probably save me the calories that 
I’m not counting now that I’ve given up 
Weight Watchers. (By the way, I’ve learned 
that being unhappy starving is worse than 
just having a few extra pounds.)
So the question is: Why do we make New 
Year’s resolutions since we give them up by 
Jan. 21? Isn’t it always instant disappoint-
ment? It’s almost as if we set ourselves up to 
be let down. It’s the same with buying gifts. 
You spend all that time and money only 
to get a half-smile, and then it’s tossed 
aside. 
It’s funny though, even with the failed 
attempts at some things, for that brief 
moment in time we’re ecstatic that we’re 
getting somewhere in life. Even though it 
might not always happen (not everyone 
can have a rock-hard bod). It’s sort of nice 
to be able to be a little warmer in the bad 
weather with the extra chub. It’s good to 
know that even though you’re $50 short, 
you really got something special that could 
last a lifetime—a consistent reminder that 
you cared enough about someone that you 
went into debt for them.
Oh, 2008, you sure are great, even though 
you didn’t start out that way. 
cmahlmeister@chroniclemail.com
Chrissy knows best 
Seriously? 
other, paranoia sets in. Why doesn’t he want 
to be with me whenever he can? Why would 
she want to sleep alone when we could fall 
asleep cuddling together?
A good friend of mine back home recently 
got involved with a sweet, funny and hand-
some guy. She’s always had trouble with 
commitment—in the way that she can’t 
commit to sharing her tiny bed and her 
tranquil sleep with someone else. Every 
night the guy would come over to hang 
out and watch TV late into the night. And 
though she enjoyed spending time with 
handsome guy, she didn’t enjoy how every 
hangout would inevitably end: sharing her 
bed with him.
In fear of him seeing her without makeup, 
she would go to sleep with her face still on, 
resulting in crusty-eyes syndrome in the 
morning. And since cramming two people 
into a one-person bed isn’t the most com-
fortable of positions, she wouldn’t get much 
sleep. Then, to avoid the late-night cram-
ming, she simply started telling the guy she 
couldn’t hang out, in turn creating paranoia 
for him.
After she told me he confronted her about 
her distant behavior and unwillingness to 
hang out with him whenever possible, I 
asked her what it was about him that she 
didn’t like.
“No, I like hanging out with him,” she 
said. “I just want to get a full night’s sleep 
for once and veg in front of the TV in my 
pajamas by myself. Why is that weird?”
And she has a point. It’s not choosing to 
be without someone when we’re just choos-
ing to be with ourselves.
I’ve seen so many friends get their hearts 
broken after ending a relationship and 
struggle with re-programming their old 
selves. Whether it’s a week-long, month-
long or year-long relationship, during 
that period of time they were part of a 
unit, almost like two people combining to 
create one superhuman. So when part of 
that superhuman suddenly goes away, they 
simply don’t remember how to be a regular 
mortal again.
We have many decades ahead of us 
to enjoy the company of others. So until 
the time comes when we’re expected to 
get married and share our beds with a 
snoring spouse and slobbery rugrats, we 
should appreciate a few nights sprawled 
out in our beds alone, where we are the only 
ones who will see those early morning eye 
boogers.
Just because someone doesn’t let us into 
their bed, it doesn’t mean they won’t let us 
into their hearts.  Maybe they just have seri-
ous passing-gas-during-sleep issues.
jgalliart@chroniclemail.com
 AnimAl House  AMC 2/4 at 5 p.m.
Best DAmn top 50 inspirAtionAl 
sports moments  CSn 2/5 at 7 p.m.
AmericA’s next top moDel  
WGn  2/6 at 7 p.m.
mAtilDA   ABC FAMilY 2/7 at 7 p.m.
sHerrYBABY  MyTV 2/8 at 7 p.m.
Before Will Ferrell enrolled in Old School 
and Jonah hill proved he was Superbad, 
John Belushi transformed anarchy into an 
art form in director John landis’ raucous 
1978 comedy of college frat boys reveling in 
booze-splattered arrested development. An 
American movie classic, indeed.
The “Best Damn Sports Show Period” pres-
ents its list of the moments of uplifting glory 
in our athletic history that even managed to 
squeeze a tear out of the show’s panel of 
macho alpha-males. let’s hope the Super Bowl 
Shuffle makes the cut! 
Find out how to be just like Tyra Banks 
and succeed in the fashion industry, where 
beauty isn’t just skin deep … or is it? it’s 
healthier to take in the one-hour “favorite 
moments” segment offered here, rather 
than the 24-hour marathons featured on 
other channels. Such programming is trans 
fat for the mind.
J.K. rowling must have gained a wealth of 
inspiration from this roald Dahl story about 
a super-smart girl who discovers she has 
magical powers, and seeks revenge against 
her oafish family. Director Danny DeVito’s film 
adaptation of this British charmer is wonder-
ful family entertainment. 
There are the performances that win oscars, 
and those that are equally deserving but lack 
the marketing expertise or mainstream appeal 
to win the gold. Maggie Gyllenhaal’s perfor-
mance as a struggling single mom in director 
laurie Collyer’s deftly observant indie drama is 
such a performance. She is smashing! 
Roamin’ numeRals
1,613
575,000
12
The approximated number of hours a thief 
hung on a fence in Durban, South Africa. 
According to independent online, the thief’s 
feet became impaled on the fence’s large 
metal rods. one sympathetic bystander 
apparently gave the man a cigarette while he 
hung from the fence—but failed to 
light it. Smokers just can’t ever get 
a break. 
cHArlie AnD tHe cHocolAte 
FActorY  ABC 2/9 at 7:30 p.m.
Before he sought vengeance and salvation 
on Fleet Street, Johnny Depp gave one of 
the oddest performances of his career in 
Tim Burton’s psychotic envisioning of roald 
Dahl’s classic fantasy novel. it’s worth a 
look for the vibrant cast and art direction 
that crosses Fritz lang with Stanley Kubrick.
GrAmmY AWArDs  ABC 2/10 at 7:30 p.m.
it’s debatable whether this 50th annual 
installment of the music awards show will 
even happen. At least we can hope that Billy 
Bush won’t be brought on to screw this one 
up. Kanye West and Amy Winehouse lead 
the race with the most nominations.
MCT
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HEAT x
Continued from PG. 17
Smokers split in opinion 
on ban’s after-effects 
At NV Penthouse Lounge, 116 W. Hubbard St., in the River North neighborhood, smokers can enjoy an 
eighth-floor heated terrace. 
Courtesy STEfANIE MuRAuSkAS
A sign to the outdoor beer garden at fizz Bar and Grill leads patrons to an area where they are allowed 
to light up. 
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
for a while and is now trying to quit, I 
don’t have the cravings as much at work 
[anymore].” 
Doherty said she is pleased that she can 
go to work at Morgan’s Bar and Grill, 1325 S. 
Halsted St., and not have to worry about the 
secondhand smoke.
“I’m not actually smelling smoke and 
watching people smoke 
all around me,” Doherty 
said. “As long as they have 
some area for smokers 
[and] it’s not in my face, 
I’m fine with [outdoor 
decks].”
Amy Laria, a smoker 
who works at Crew Bar and Grill, 4804 N. 
Broadway St., said she thinks the smoking 
ban is going to hurt bars and clubs. However, 
for her work place, which went smoke-free 
almost a year ago, Laria said her eyes don’t 
well up from the smoky air anymore and 
she and the other bartenders are working 
in a better environment now.
“In the end, bartenders shouldn’t be 
exposed to that much smoke,” Laria said. 
“[Since] Crew went non-smoking, working 
there is really a lot nicer.”
Laria and her friend Mark Sheldon, a 
smoker, said they spend more time at home 
now because of the Clean Air Ordinance. 
Sheldon, who smokes less since the enact-
ment of the smoking ban, said he still goes 
out to bars, but less often. He said he doesn’t 
want to contribute to the issues that a 
patio might present to the neighborhood 
residents.
“The worst thing is these heated patios 
are going to have people loitering and lit-
tering in front of bars,” Sheldon said. “It’s 
going to be noisier for neighbors.”
Some smokers, like Caroline Bruno, said 
the city’s crackdown on smoking indoors is 
ridiculous.
“I think the vigi-
lance against smokers 
is getting a little out of 
hand,” Bruno said. “I 
feel like I’m looked at 
differently [for smok-
ing]. We’re not crimi-
nals; we’re not breaking the law.”
Gina D’Ercoli, who smokes, said she 
enjoys the outdoor heating area, but she 
said she is going to cut down on going out. 
“People deserve the right to be com-
fortable if they are paying when they go 
out [to bars],” D’Ercoli said. “[However,] I 
would rather stay at my house and be able 
to comfortably sit on my porch and have a 
cigarette without all the fuss.”
dkucynda@chroniclemail.com
“ People deserve the right to be comfortable if they are paying when they go out [to bars].” 
—Gina D’Ercoli, smoker
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complimentary pass* for two, 
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at 33 E. Congress Suite 224.
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Veggie fast food takes bite out of West Side
On a quiet corner in Mount Greenwood on 
the southwest side of Chicago, customers 
file in and out of a small homestyle res-
taurant, reminiscent of a vintage pancake 
house.  Mellow music plays as owners Sylvia 
Watycha and Moshe Shalom prepare fries 
and veggie burgers in the kitchen and bring 
trays of food directly to the customers sit-
ting at the shiny ’70s-style wooden tables.  
Although the eatery looks like any other 
fast food joint, Veggie Bite, 3031 W. 111th St., 
the self-proclaimed “first fast-service vegan 
restaurant ever,” serves only vegan-friendly 
meals at fast food prices. 
Now, two years after its opening on the 
South Side, Veggie Bite will open a new loca-
tion in Wicker Park at 1300 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., with a slightly expanded menu and 
more possible locations to come. 
Though the 2008 opening of the Wicker 
Park location is still undetermined, Waty-
cha and Shalom said they are aiming for the 
middle of February. The menu at the new 
location will remain the same, with pizza 
being added as an option. 
In addition to serving as a hot spot for 
vegan food lovers, Shalom and Watycha 
host movie nights at the South Side loca-
tion on a large back patio in the warmer 
summer months. The restaurant also acts 
as a venue for vegetarian group meet-ups. 
 
At Veggie Bite, 3031 W. 111th St., a vegan fast food restaurant, the Buffalo on rye sandwich is made 
from tofu. The South Side-based restaurant will expand to Wicker Park next month. 
Dan Thompson The ChroniCle
South Side vegan restaurant 
expands to Wicker Park 
by Jessica Galliart 
A&E Editor 
Veggie Bite also catered Columbia’s student 
orientation last year. 
Because Shalom and Watycha have lived 
on the South Side since they moved to Chi-
cago, they said they wanted to open the 
first location in Mount Greenwood to see 
how the community would accept a vegan-
friendly restaurant. 
“The vegan community always embraced 
it,” Watycha said.  “As far as the Mount 
Greenwood community, they’re coming 
around. They were very shocked in the 
beginning.  They didn’t understand the 
concept; they thought we were weird.” 
When it first opened, Veggie Bite began 
with a limited menu to test the waters in 
the community, Shalom said. They then 
expanded the options once the locals 
began to accept the idea of a vegan fast 
food joint. 
“The local people in the neighborhood saw 
that we started expanding the menu, then 
we started seeing more people,” Shalom 
said. “We started getting more action, so 
they were like, ‘I guess Veggie Bite isn’t so 
bad after all.’”
The current menu offers burgers, fries, 
“chix-free nuggets,” tofu wraps and chili 
dogs,  among other things, each priced from 
$1.29 to $7.  Signs posted on the bright yellow 
walls by the counter also boast the lack of 
trans fat and cholesterol in their meals. 
In addition to serving vegan-friendly 
food, Veggie Bite also aims to create an eco-
friendly environment to eat in. Watycha 
See VeGGie, x  PG. 31
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Dumbest Oscar nominations 
of the year
Colin Shively, Assistant A&E Editor Jessica Galliart, A&E Editor
  
FOX News blues
Regional accents
AppAReNtly, FOX News radio host John 
Gibson is still cracking Brokeback Moun-
tain jokes, but no one is laughing.
On Jan. 23, a day after the untimely 
death of Heath Ledger, Gibson opened 
up his radio show, “The John Gibson 
Show,” by playing funeral music and a 
movie clip where Jake Gyllenhaal said, 
“I wish I knew how to quit you.”
“Well, he found out how to quit you,” 
Gibson said mockingly, referring to the 
late Ledger.
That wasn’t even the tip of the ice-
berg. According to an article in the Los 
Angeles Times, Gibson continued on, 
giving explanations for Ledger’s death, 
suggesting he killed himself because 
of presidential hopeful John Edward’s 
campaign, the ailing stock market or 
because he was just a “weirdo” with a 
“serious drug problem.”
The FOX News Company always gets 
away with hateful comments, and it’s 
sad to report that no policy is enforced 
with these suggestive comments that 
breach the line of tastelessness.
Don Imus was fired from his CBS radio 
show in April 2007 for his racist jokes 
about women basketball players, but 
Gibson still has a job, even after pushing 
his homophobic agenda and mocking a 
tragic death affecting many people.
Gibson really puts the ass in crass. 
What a loser.
by elaine tsang  
Staff Writer
TOP 5
Matt Fagerholm, Assistant A&E Editor FOX News
Brooklyn: Not quite as obnoxious as 
the Boston accent, which eliminates 
the consonant “R,” the true Brooklyn-
ite’s accent is slightly vintage and rings 
of an old-time movie.
Carolina: Whether it’s someone from 
North or South Carolina, these people 
seem to have mastered the classy 
southern belle/gentleman twang. It’s 
soothing, rhythmic and endearingly 
innocent/ignorant. 
Pacific Northwest: People from this 
region have managed to avoid the 
annoying Orange County/valley girl 
vocabulary, but still keep that laid-
back, slightly slurred intonation. They 
usually sound like hippies, but don’t 
necessarily lead the lifestyle.  That’s 
hot. 
Canadian: Most of the time Canadians 
sound just like Americans. But every 
once in a while they’ll drop an “aboot” 
or an “eh.” It keeps you on your toes. 
Chicago: There are actually many dif-
ferent versions of the Chicago accent, 
but it will always have a special place 
in my heart. Nothing starts my motor 
faster than when a homegrown Chica-
goan says “da Bears” when they’re not 
quoting “Saturday Night Live.”
Go to sleep: Let your subconscious battle 
it out in dream world. With any luck you 
will wake up feeling like life really is not 
that bad after all.
Scream: Stand under the el when a train 
speeds overhead and let out the biggest 
scream you can possibly muster.  It’s good 
for relieving stress from friends and sexual 
frustration.
Write a Facebook note: You  already spend 
your day clicking “refresh” to see if you 
have any notifications, so why not write 
a note detailing why you are so angry and 
then bask in the number of sympathetic 
responses you get? It makes you feel good 
about yourself.
Pamper yourself: You might be feeling 
like you are not No. 1, so go make your-
self No. 1.  Get those nails cleaned up, that 
tension massaged out and those sleep-
deprived crow’s feet removed. If you are 
going to punch a hole in the wall, look 
fabulous doing it.
Eat Ben and Jerry’s: They will never let 
you down, and the ice cream always melts 
in your mouth. Try the Half Baked; it will 
mellow you out and leave you ready to face 
the next day.
Ways to keep gray hair away
Best Actress: Cate Blanchett: We all 
know Blanchett is one of the finest 
actresses of our time. But why nomi-
nate her for a film as trivial as Eliza-
beth: The Golden Age, especially during 
the same year as her award-worthy 
channeling of Bob Dylan in I’m Not 
There?
Best Score: Michael Clayton: What 
score?! I challenge anyone to remem-
ber a note of James Newton Howard’s 
music from this excellent, yet highly 
overrated, film. 
Best Makeup: Norbit: This year’s 
Razzie Award nominee is now official-
ly Oscar-bait, thanks to Rick Baker’s 
tasteless array of fat suits and racial 
caricatures.
Best Original Song: “Raise it Up” by 
Jamal Joseph, Charles Mack and Tevin 
Thomas: This nomination for the atro-
cious August Rush is another snub of 
more deserving work. 
All five nominees for Best Foreign 
Film: In a year that gave us Persepolis, 
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, L’Iceberg, 
La Vie En Rose and 4 Months, 3 Weeks 
and 2 Days, the Academy’s decision to 
nominate five films no one in America 
has seen is simply infuriating. —D. Kucynda
On a typical first day of class, after 
walking to the South Campus Building, 
624 S. Michigan Ave., I quickly sit down 
at the first seat available. As I’m sitting 
down I can’t help but notice that one of 
my classmates was sporting a Johnny 
Cupcakes T-shirt. Usually I think it is 
rude to stare, but today I can’t help it. 
I keep checking out his T-shirt featur-
ing Johnny Cupcakes wearing a chef’s 
hat and balancing an orange cupcake-
shaped basketball.
Johnny Cupcakes, an underground 
T-shirt company based out of Boston, 
is known for its original, eccentric logo, 
which looks like a skull and cross 
bones, but with a cupcake instead of a 
skull, is bound to catch your attention. 
Quickly becoming a popular commod-
ity, the Johnny Cupcakes brand was 
featured on MTV and Vh1 News along 
the offbeat styles of current mens-
wear.
“I’m from Boston and Johnny Cup-
cakes is from Boston,” Fenton said. 
“It’s just like Chi-town wear, I’m just 
representing where I’m from.”
Although Johnny Cupcakes is an 
underground brand, it is quickly becom-
ing well-known, but when styles become 
mainstream they lose their unique and 
original factor. 
Despite all the mainstream or under-
ground talk, Johnny Cupcakes is indis-
putably a must-have for my—and any 
T-shirt lover’s—collection. Check out 
the many different styles at Johnny-
Cupcakes.com. The variety of colors 
and graphics should keep you hungry 
for more from the tasty brand.
Have a question about current trends 
or want to recommend one? E-mail us 
at chronicle@colum.edu. 
Elaine Tsang is a senior fashion  
design major at Columbia.
check me out
with its founder, Johnny Earle.
Waiting for his class to start, junior 
arts, entertainment and media man-
agement major Mike Fenton matched 
his green fitted T-shirt with a light 
gray American Apparel zip-up hoodie. 
Fenton complemented his Johnny 
Cupcakes T-shirt with his dark blue 
skinny jeans paired with a silver stud-
ded brown belt and finished off with 
a pair of white Fred Perry Plimsoll 
tennis shoes. His look exemplified 
Junior arts, entertainment and media man-
agement major Mike Fenton wears a shirt by 
Johnny Cupcakes, a Boston-based label only 
available online.
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The 2008 Paula Pfeffer & Cheryl Johnson-Odim 
POLITICAL CARTOON CONTEST 
The Department of Liberal Education & the Office of the Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences in collaboration 
with the Columbia Chronicle, the Journalism Department, the Art & Design Department and the Film and 
Video Department announce
$ 350 first prize
$ 250 second prize
$ 150 third prize
Deadline for submissions:
 Thursday, March 20th
Send submissions to:
Political Cartoon Contest
c/o Teresa Prados-Torreira
Liberal Education Department
624 S. Michigan Ave., 900ª
Will be awarded in EACH OF THE TWO CATEGORIES, single panel and multiple 
panel cartoons. 
The six winning cartoons will be selected by a jury, which will include faculty from 
various departments, a student and a professional cartoonist.
Submitted cartoons must be drawn or printed on 8.5 x 11’’ white paper. Include 
name, address, phone and student ID number on back of entry.         
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Story of a lifetime in the wake of mystery
Sophomore film and video major David 
Turvey did not know the Petersons before 
October, until the then-23-year-old Stacy 
Peterson vanished. Turvey began a docu-
mentary recording the family’s ongoing 
search for their lost loved one.
Living only three blocks away from the 
Petersons in Bolingbrook, Ill., Turvey, 19, felt 
the effects of the media, police and public’s 
presence in the neighborhood. So he took up 
his camera and microphone and filmed.  
This documentary, according to Turvey, 
was inspired by the film The Thin Blue Line, a 
1980s documentary about a murdered police 
officer and how the accused murderer was 
wrongly convicted. Turvey’s documentary 
focuses on the empathy of the case rather 
than the case’s conviction.
“This is a story of raw emotions and how 
the families are trying to find their lost 
loved one,” Turvey said.
Turvey has recorded more than 40 hours 
of film and expects to edit more than 100 
hours of film when the interviews are com-
pleted. Thus far, Turvey has interviewed 
family members such as Drew Peterson, 
Stacy Peterson’s aunt, neighbors and law 
enforcement officials.
Despite the interviewees’ sensitivity on 
the subject, Turvey said he has maintained 
his composure during the interviews.
Student’s documentary sheds 
light on Stacy peterson’s family
by Colin Shively
Assistant A&E Editor
“Sometimes you can’t be afraid,” Turvey 
said. “People can tell that if the camera is 
gliding away from the scene, then they 
know you are afraid.”
Though Turvey is producing the film 
independently from Columbia, he said he 
has the support of his film teachers and 
his director at Current TV, an Emmy award-
winning peer-to-peer networking site that 
connects its audience to cable, satellite and 
internet programming. Amy Grill, Current 
TV’s outreach executive, said Current TV 
helps filmmakers by providing guidance 
on how to make a documentary.
“Usually, we let them do whatever he or 
she wants to do,” Grill said. “If they need 
help, we will help them to the best of our 
ability.” 
Sean Jourdan, a faculty member in the 
Film and Video Department, is one of Tur-
vey’s former professors.
“David has always been the one to go 
out and do the film no one else would do,” 
Jourdan said. “It does not surprise me he 
is doing a documentary about this. I really 
can’t imagine anyone else doing it.”
Turvey plans to show his documentary 
at different festivals next year once he has 
finished editing it.  With no crew to aid him, 
Turvey uses his own video camera, micro-
phone and editing software.
As of press time, no name has been 
chosen, but the film is expected to be out 
sometime next school year.
“I definitely want to show it at Columbia 
and Manifest,” Turvey said. “I also want to 
enter it into the Sundance Film Festival. 
Current TV will also air it on the Internet 
completely once I am finished.”
The police and media have also become 
aware of his film in the making. Turvey pro-
vides the police with any information that 
would be helpful in the investigation. 
Producers on “The Morning Show” 
offered to fly Turvey to New York City for 
an interview about his developing film. He 
declined due to the amount of film work he 
had at the time.
“The news channels have done their 
piece on the case, but I will be there when 
their cameras are not,” Turvey said.
Keeping in regular contact with the 
sources is the most important thing about 
a documentary, Turvey said. Every week 
Turvey catches up with Stacy and Drew 
Peterson’s respective families to hear about 
updates and filming opportunities.
Stacy Peterson’s birthday was celebrated 
on Jan. 24, when her and Drew Peterson’s 
family gathered at a local church to com-
memorate their lost loved one. It was a very 
difficult situation to film because of the 
emotional stress that day, he said.
“This is what I like to do and want to do,” 
Turvey said. “This is going to be an amazing 
documentary that details the stress and 
frustration this family is going through.”
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YOU AND A GUEST 
ARE INVITED TO SEE:
To receive your 
complimentary pass* for two, 
stop by the offices of the
Columbia Chronicle 
at 33 E. Congress Suite 224.
*NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE. All federal, state and local regulations apply. Passes are available
on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last. Not responsible for lost, delayed or
misdirected entries. No purchase necessary. One admit-two pass per person. Employees of all
promotional partners, their agencies and those who have received a pass within the last 90 days
are not eligible. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket and
accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Paramount Pictures, the Columbia Chronicle
and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident
incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed
for cash, in whole or in part. 
NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES!
Sophomore film and video major David Turvey has shot hours of interviews with those involved in the Stacy 
Peterson disappearance for the documentary.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
cshively@chroniclemail.com
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MANIFEST URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2008 / SOUTH LOOP ARTS COORIDOR 
TICTOC is currently accepting performance proposals from current students and 
alumni from Columbia College Chicago.
TICTOC includes art pieces that are site specific to the environment in and around 
Columbia’s South Loop campus. Proposals should have a strong visual element 
and can involve short, durational, interactive, static, solo, or collaborative work.
From private rituals made public to fiercely political work to the essentially 
whimsical, TICTOC is committed to presenting diverse examples of performance 
that engage and confront audiences.
Questions? For more information, please contact Performance Series Producer, 
John Rich at TICTOC@colum.edu.
TICTOC proposals must be submitted online at:
www.manifest.colum.edu.
DEADLINE: February 15, 2008
Supported by the student activity fee through the Office of College-wide Events.
CALL FOR TICTOC!
PERFORMANCE ART and STREET THEATER PROPOSALS
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Vogue rogue
Steven Rosengard, a Columbia alumnus, was a contestant on the current season of ‘Project Runway.’ He 
and Amanda Alter, a model from the TV hit, showed off a dress Rosengard made for an event at Wolfbait 
& B-Girls, 3131 W. Logan Blvd., sponsored by Rioja Wines on Jan. 20.
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE
IN HIS fi nal appearance on the Bravo real-
ity show “Project Runway,” Chicago native 
Steven Rosengard had the challenge of rec-
reating a fl attering look from a wedding 
dress for a woman who lost a considerable 
amount of weight. After the judges on the 
show said his black dress with a white collar 
and cu s was reminiscent of a “funeral 
look,” Rosengard was eliminated. 
But with his witty quips, cheerful atti-
tude and sweet demeanor, Rosengard, a 
former Columbia student, has quickly 
garnered attention from fans of the show, 
particularly in the Chicago area.  Appearing 
at Wol ait & B-Girls, 3131 W. Logan Blvd., 
with model from the show Amanda Alter, 
who wore a dress Rosengard made for the 
event sponsored by Rioja Wines, Rosengard 
spoke with The Chronicle about his experi-
ences at Columbia, working at the Museum 
of Science and Industry, 5700 S. Lake Shore 
Drive, and his advice on staying fashionable 
in the dead of winter. 
The Chronicle: How long were you at 
Columbia? 
Steven Rosengard: Just a year. I really 
wasn’t prepared for it all at the time. I was 
working at a chicken rotisserie restaurant 
and a glue factory at the same time while 
going to school. 
Why did you want to go to Columbia? 
I really wanted to go to Parsons [The New 
School for Design in New York City], but 
when my mother found out how much 
Parsons was when I got in, she was like, 
‘I don’t think so.’ Then I found out that if 
I was working at the rotisserie restaurant 
and the glue factory I could actually pay 
cash for my tuition [at Columbia]. 
How do you like working at the Museum 
of Science and Industry? 
I’ve been there four-and-a-half years now. 
It’s been a while. But I guess time really 
fl ies when you’re not paying attention.  The 
museum is a great place. It’s so comfortable 
that I can see why some people have been 
there for 35 years. The secretary down the 
hall is like, ‘Yeah I’ve been here since fi ve 
years before you were born.’ Whoa! 
Why do you think Chicago is not as 
much of a fashion mecca as other large 
cities like New York City? 
It’s the second city in so many regards, 
and I think that’s very detrimental. We 
always feel like we have to compete with 
New York, and New York is always pumping 
‘Project Runway’ contestant 
discusses Columbia and fashion
by Jessica Galliart
A&E Editor
itself up so much. We have a quality of life 
that is not like theirs, with more celebri-
ties, more money.  I think Chicago is almost 
too practical to be keeping up with fashion 
trends all the time. 
What was the most di  cult aspect of 
being on “Project Runway”?
Trusting your own judgment. Question-
ing yourself in the moment. Because it’s so 
easy while you’re sitting there and go, “You 
know what, that doesn’t work.” And then 
you change one little thing, and it throws 
o  your entire vision for it. You can see the 
way that like, Christian works. [Christian] 
says, ‘I come up with a vision and I stick 
with it. I don’t mess around.’ I think a lot 
of us fall into that trap. 
How can people still look fashionable 
in cold weather? 
I’m starting to believe that silk long 
underwear may be a good idea. And there 
are a lot of cute mitten and hat sets, mitten 
and scarf sets out there to put together. I 
think really the key is to punch it up with 
your favorite color and just bundle up. You 
don’t want to be cold. Your focus is on not 
freezing, not getting frostbite. 
What advice do you have for aspiring 
fashion designers? 
I’d say have a lot of faith in yourself and 
in your vision, but don’t be afraid to change 
it. There are things you will run into, and 
you can’t keep everyone happy. I would say 
draw as much as you can. Even if you don’t 
want to be doing it, something you come up 
with by drawing and sketching may just be 
the right one. 
What plans do you have in store now? 
At the museum they’re making me an 
assistant curator the fi rst of February, 
which is kind of crazy. I’ll also be teaching 
a mannequin-making class [for fashion stu-
dents], and at the end of the month I’ll be 
emceeing a fashion show at the Museum of 
Science, Boston, which is going to be great, 
because I’ve never been to Boston. And 
we’ve got fashion week coming up. Lots of 
stu  going on. Good times. 
What are your goals as a designer? 
My fi rst goal for right now is to be the 
fan favorite for the show and getting hold 
of that $10,000 and opening my fi rst store. 
I’m also making wedding dresses. I’ve got 
like four orders in right now, so it’s a little 
crazy. 
Is that surprising considering you had 
to create a new look from an old wed-
ding dress in the episode you were elimi-
nated? 
Oh yeah. 
jgalliart@chroniclemail.com
DRESSED IN simple street clothes and armed 
with wooden sticks and large swords, the eager 
students follow the instructions of their master. 
Maha Guro Nate Defensor, 49, stands in the middle 
of the homely, near-empty room at New Albany 
Park Collaborative, 3460 W. Lawrence Ave. His 
class consists of students varying wildly in age and 
experience, but is unifi ed with one primal goal: to 
learn Filipino Martial Arts. Defensor’s eyes twinkle 
as they exuberantly search the class for traces of 
struggle and confusion. He comes most alive when 
he demonstrates specifi c moves and maneuvers, 
swooping around the room like an elegant Joffrey 
dancer.
Since he created his own martial arts system 
from a variety of personally chosen styles, Defensor 
has been given the title of Maha Guro. Those who 
choose to teach the Defensor Method are simply 
called Guros and function as Defensor’s assistants 
during classes. Yet martial artists are encouraged 
to evolve their own style of martial arts, depending 
on their own personal needs and interest, which 
leads to a form of personal and artistic expression. 
However, during its rich, centuries-old history in 
the Phillippines, Filipino Martial Arts were used 
primarily for self-defense.
In World War II, Filipinos used their own spe-
cialized brand of martial arts to fi ght against the 
occupying Japanese. It was the only form of Asian 
martial arts ever used in actual combat during 
this century.  When the war ended in the mid-
1940s, people living in the 7,000 islands of the 
Philippine archipelago began to teach martial arts 
to younger generations. Since then, their teach-
ings have spread throughout the modern world, 
allowing people of all cultures to interpret and 
personalize their methods of self-defense.
Though its variations are as numerous as the 
islands themselves, Filipino Martial Arts is often 
referred to as either “Kali” or “Eskrima.” In the 
1970s, the fi rst Eskrima school opened in the 
western world. Some martial artists, such as 
Defensor, have devoted their lives to teaching 
others the ancient skills of the Filipinos.
Defensor recently began teaching his Kali-Eskri-
ma class at the Extreme Kung Fu/Wushu Training 
Center, 6525 N. Clark St., each Friday night. Like 
Defensor said.
His three basic moves—snake, strip and vine—
could be performed using anything from sticks to 
blades. This makes Filipino Martial Arts instantly 
useable to anyone in a hostile environment. Defen-
sor said this was one of the ways his brand of mar-
tial arts differs from that of the Chinese.
“They use fancy colored tassels so [their weap-
onry] looks good on fi lm,” Defensor said. “We would 
eliminate that because it’s not good for combat. I 
want something that’s rusty, and I want to hide it, 
so you don’t even see me coming.”
One of Defensor’s assistants, Guro Jason Brigham, 
recalls seeing a random example of Filipino Martial 
Arts on Chicago’s streets.
“I’ve personally seen a fi ght where a guy had a pair 
of pliers and another guy had a bike lock,” Brigham 
said. “They were dueling with these two objects at 
three in the morning on Milwaukee Avenue.”
Of course, there is a tendency for Columbia stu-
dents to overlook the potential violence of their 
environment, especially in a location as seem-
ingly safe as the Loop. Still, incidents such as last 
November’s robbery outside the 1104 Center, 1104 
S. Wabash Ave., are a reminder that self-defense is 
often a forgotten necessity in the city.
Another of Defensor’s assistants, Guro Richard 
Draney, 56, said martial arts have functioned as a 
confi dence builder in his life.
“At some point you let out a certain aura of not 
being the available victim,” Draney said, who orig-
inally took Defensor’s class as a 30th birthday 
present. “My nephew was a kung fu practitioner in 
those days, and I was running a print shop down-
town. I was just burned out and not getting any 
exercise.”
But what Draney found at Defensor’s class 
stretched far beyond the boundaries of physical 
fi tness.
“I grew up in a tough neighborhood, so I knew 
what it meant to be fearful,” Draney said. “If I saw 
fi ve rough-looking guys on the street corner, I’d cross 
the street. And now, I’ll go up and say hello.”
For Brigham, learning martial arts has also 
increased his street smarts.
“This art teaches you how to observe things on a 
large scale when you’re in the city,” Brigham said. 
“You become accustomed to seeing things that 
are out of place, perhaps a person of questionable 
intent.”
Defensor argues further that the sharpened 
observational skills brought about by martial arts 
lead to clearer understanding.
“It makes you respect everybody,” Defensor said. 
“Since you understand how a knife-fi ghter or gun-
slinger works, then you understand the danger of 
it.”
Defensor’s assistant at his Friday night class, 
David McAra, 29, said internalizing the self-defense 
movements of martial arts brings about an inner 
calmness.
“Once you memorize the movement, It becomes 
walking meditation. It’s just embedded in you,” 
McAra said.
Draney compared it to the art of dance, in which 
the body is similarly trained as a tool. He also said 
that every martial artist eventually creates his/her 
own individual form of creative expression.
“You take the techniques that work for you,” 
Draney said. “I’m not going to be doing triple-
back-fl ips and stuff like that. So I throw those out, 
and I keep the other stuff. You start to evolve your 
own system, and it truly becomes an ar tistic 
endeavor.”
As a Maha Guro, Nate Defensor has created his 
own method of Filipino Martial Arts, which has 
gradually found a large number of followers over 
the years. He said he would even be willing to start 
a Kali-Eskrima class at Columbia for any students 
who would be interested. Apart from aspiring mar-
tial artists and students craving physical fi tness, 
Defensor said even visual art majors could benefi t 
from his class, especially fi lm majors intent on 
making their own martial arts action fi lms.
“Sometimes the movement is not caught right,” 
Defensor said. “If you know movement and know 
photography, then you know how to put it 
together.”
For more information about Maha Guro Nate Defensor’s 
Filipino Martial Arts classes, visit DefensorMethod.com. 
For more information about the Extreme Kung Fu/Wushu 
Training Center, visit ExtremeKungFu.com.
every fi ghting class at the training center, an envi-
ronment is created during practice where students 
learn to battle against a resisting opponent as close 
to maximum speed as possible. This may seem 
like a recipe for injury, but the school’s founder, 
Master Anthony Marquez, insists that instructors 
are careful to guide students according to their 
experience.
“There are probably a lot more injuries in break 
dancing,” Marquez said, alluding to the fact that 
most break dancers learn their skill without the 
guidance of a professional.
“It doesn’t matter if you just started or if you’ve 
been doing this for 10 years,” Marquez said. 
“You’re always going to be working on your basic 
technique.”
The dedication needed to grow and evolve as 
a martial artist often causes potential students 
to swiftly reject the classes. Yet according to the 
staff at Extreme, Filipino Martial Arts has proven 
to be more accessible, and immediately useful, to 
students living in urban areas.
“This is probably the most practical self-defense 
for students, because it is the quickest to learn,” 
said Amber Kul, co-owner of the Extreme Training 
Center.
Defensor believes that his method is practical 
primarily because literally anything can be used 
as a weapon.
“The fi ghting system and techniques are geared 
toward a multiplicity of ranges and environments,” 
Bob Lorenz, in red, and Jeff 
Krause practice their stick fi ghting 
technique of Filipino Kali-Escrima. 
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CALLING ALL ART CARS
PROPOSE AN ART CAR FOR THE TRANSMISSION ART CAR SHOW
Manifest Urban Arts Festival
Friday, May 16, 2008
Wabash Avenue between Harrison and 11th Streets.
www.manifest.colum.edu.
Manifest 2008 welcomes Transmission: an exhibition of environmental thought in the 
art and practice of transportation.
What is Transmission?
Transmission is a green themed art show parked along Wabash Avenue between Harrison 
and 11th Streets.
Who is invited to submit a proposal? 
Any Columbia student or student organization, faculty, staff, or alum is encouraged 
to participate.
What defines an art car?
It’s your canvas, your stage, your podium, your gallery - the possibilities are endless!  But 
to comply with city regulations, the piece must constitute a vehicle.
Great!  How do I get involved?
Visit our website for more information, links, and our online application at 
manifest.colum.edu.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: February 15
Supported by the student activity fee through the Office of College-wide Events.
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shal said.  “He’s so cute.”
After opening the signing, Glass spoke for 
20 minutes to a crowd of about 200 guests. 
Glass touched upon the popularity of the 
radio and television series.
“Some people have become so interested 
in the show through podcasts,” Glass said. 
“We have about 1.7 million viewers for the 
TV show and over 400,000 podcast listeners. 
The podcast is like, crazy popular.” 
What is in the future for Breathe 
Electric?
Chase, How did you become 
manager for Breathe Electric?
Can you describe what your tracks 
convey and where the inspiration 
for the songs come from?
What made you choose electro pop 
over the other genres of music?
The Chronicle: Breathe Electric has 
an electro-pop-style sound. What do 
you think makes this unique style 
rise above all the other artists?
PREMIUM BLEND
Breathe Electric Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
ChiCagoans made their way to Borders 
bookstore, 830 N. Michigan Ave., for the 
chance to speak to an American Public 
Radio and TV personality.
The bookstore hosted Ira Glass, host and 
producer of “This American Life” on Jan. 
29 to help promote the Showtime series’ 
release onto DVD. 
The first fan in line was Jen Marshal from 
Chicago, showing up at 5 p.m.  and waiting 
patiently in line.
“I love the radio and TV shows and I 
wanted to make sure I could see him,” Mar-
Grant Harris feels that he has found his genre of 
music.
Courtesy BREATHE ELECTRIC
Q
—C.Shively
A host’s American life 
—Story and photos by Jody Warner
While the majority of bands consist of mul-
tiple guitarists, a lead singer and a drum-
mer, the electro pop band Breathe Electric 
is comprised of only a lead singer and a live 
drummer. The rest is all computer-generat-
ed. Grant Harris, the lead singer, along with 
his live drummer, creates synthetic sound 
and music in order to achieve the electronic 
flow of their songs. The Chronicle recently 
spoke with Harris and his manager, Chase 
Igliori, to talk about what Breathe Electric 
is all about and how it started.
Grant Harris: With so many electro bands 
out there these days, it is really hard to 
define yourself, or, as you said, rise above 
the others. I think the way I try to set 
myself apart from the others is just stay-
ing true to the music, really concentrate 
on the songwriting.  Although my music 
is mainly electronic, there are elements of 
many different styles and influences that 
can be heard throughout the songs I have 
written.
Chase Igliori: What makes Breathe 
Electric stand out amongst the over-sat-
urated electro pop crowd is his uncanny 
ability to write hook after hook. He can 
spit out tracks like no other artist I have 
worked with. Those hooks teamed up with 
an amazing work ethic and an intense, fun 
live show really brings him to the top of the 
group and brings him much attention.
Harris: I’d been in bands all throughout 
high school, mainly playing bass and 
singing.  Everything fell apart each time, 
as most high school bands do, which left 
me by myself again. I started messing 
around with Reason and different types 
of music production software as a way 
to write new material for the next band 
I would join. As I kept writing I figured I 
might as well just try and do the whole 
solo project thing, which then turned into 
what Breathe Electric is today.
Harris: The songs really come from 
experiences and just everyday life in gen-
eral. I really just write based on what I am 
feeling, I am not trying to write anything 
earth-shattering. I try and write music that 
I enjoy playing and music I hope people 
enjoy listening to. 
Igliori: I think each Breathe Electric song 
has a similar style when you’re listening to 
his music, but I think if you listen to each 
track you will notice the time he puts into 
making each song, each beat and each line. 
Every synth line, every new hook always 
seems to top the last. That’s a quality that 
you cannot teach. He really has an ear for 
making an album. All the songs have a 
theme for sure, but you can tell each track 
apart by the little breaks, key parts and vocal 
melodies/harmonies.
Ingliori: Well, since late 2005 I have been 
running a record label named Reunion 
Isle Records, now called Action City, and at 
the end of the summer we were changing 
the name and revamping the artist line 
up when I came across his new material. 
I talked to him often about the Breathe 
Electric project so we started with him 
working with the label. I brought Breathe 
Electric and made him my priority artist. 
He hasn’t let me down.Action City is now 
built around Breathe Electric and five other 
great artists.
How do you make your music? Are 
there other band members who 
help you or is it all done by you?
Harris: I currently play with a live drum-
mer, which I think adds a more energetic 
and exciting touch to live shows. Then, with 
the exception of my singing, everything else 
is pre-programmed into my computer.
Harris: I am currently working on 
releasing an album by early spring and 
other than that, touring. I am now work-
ing with an agent that has big plans for 
this summer, so if I am able to have it my 
way, I will be touring all summer long all 
over the country.
Igliori: Breathe Electric has been slowly 
growing over the past eight months or so, 
and I think that will continue. He is draw-
ing kids out to his live shows on every out-
of-state tour dates and in his home city. 
It’s wonderful, the people love him. There 
is no doubt about that. We watch a steady 
growth every month with merchandise 
sales, show draws and in fan base ever day. 
The more he gets out to the people, the 
more they love him. It’s only a matter of 
time before that brings him closer to the 
top of his genre, and it’s already generating 
some buzz amongst the industry and fans 
across the country.
   Breathe Electric is currently touring around 
Illinois and surrounding states to promote his 
album release later in the year. For more informa-
tion on Breathe Electric, check out MySpace.com/
BreatheElectric, or his label site PureVolume.
com/BreatheElectric.
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There will be ‘First Blood,’ and second and... 
Sylvester Stallone reprises his role of the titular 
Vietnam vet in the new film ‘rambo.’ 
MCT
“Stay in one place long enough and you 
eventually become that place.”—Rocky 
Balboa (2006)
Sylvester Stallone has made a career out 
of playing pretty much the same guy in film 
after film. His two big hits—1976’s Rocky and 
1982’s First Blood—provided the blueprints 
for Stallone’s persona that he has continued 
to embody regardless of which character 
he’s playing. Both Rocky Balboa and John 
Rambo are decent underdog types who each 
starred in seemingly endless franchises 
that died out in the late ’80s and have been 
nostalgically revived in the last couple 
years by Stallone himself.
First came 2006’s wonderful Rocky Balboa, 
and now Rambo. It brings back Vietnam vet 
John Rambo, who was the target of bullying 
law enforcement officials in a small hick 
town in First Blood. The hicks seemed to 
exist just to push Rambo past the point of 
no return, forcing him to charge into the 
woods, assemble handmade death traps and 
blow up a bunch of local stores real good. 
Unlike Rocky, which had the benefits of 
a compelling plot and credible humanity, 
First Blood was nothing but an extended 
cartoon—that is, until the last few minutes, 
where Rambo launches into a tearful mono-
logue about the agony brought about by 
war, and those who protested his service. 
Sylvester Stallone embarrasses 
himself in the awful ‘Rambo’
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
It’s a touching scene that adds a level of 
gravity to the film’s spectacle.
Such gravity, however, is gone from the 
new Rambo, which turns the tormented 
veteran into a monosyllabic poster boy for 
war. The years haven’t added much to the 
character—if anything, they’ve subtracted 
every last trace of complexity from his soul 
until he has all the depth of a plastic action 
figure.  As in Balboa, Rambo finds its hero 
leading a simple life when he’s unexpect-
edly called back into action. While doing 
odd jobs in the Bangkok wilderness, Rambo 
is approached by a group of Christian mis-
sionaries who ask for his help in aiding the 
victims of genocide in Burma.
This is where the film truly becomes 
tasteless, by mixing grisly documentary 
footage of the genocide with an extended 
graphic staging of bodies being incinerated, 
women being raped and children being shot 
to death. Cinematographer Glen MacPher-
son shoots with the same shutter speed 
Janusz Kaminski utilized in Saving Private 
Ryan to give the carnage an immediate vis-
ceral quality.  It’s effective, to be sure, but in 
an action film of such little substance, it’s 
also thoroughly depressing.
The Burmese military has been murder-
ing the region’s innocent Karen people for 
the last half-century. It is a reality that 
has no connection whatsoever to Holly-
wood escapism. To use it as a backdrop for 
Rambo’s mindless adventure isn’t merely 
misguided—it’s downright offensive. 
Once Rambo starts fighting the evil Bur-
mese soldiers, killing them in equally grue-
some fashion, there’s nothing exhilarating 
or fun about the action. It depicts violence 
as the only logical answer to world conflict, 
in the most cynical and ugly way possible. 
Earlier on, Rambo even admits to himself 
that he isn’t really killing for any particular 
cause other than his own bloodlust.
“When you’re pushed,” Rambo mumbles, 
“killing’s as easy as breathing.” I’m sure the 
kids at Columbine would agree.
What’s worse is that Stallone doesn’t even 
try to make the film work as anything other 
than the kind of routine action thriller he’s 
been doing for the last three decades. His 
performance is so awful that one wonders 
whether Rocky is the only character that 
provides the perfect match for Stallone’s 
acting abilities.  As Rambo, he slurs most 
of his dialogue to a laughably unintelligible 
level without bothering to accompany them 
with a single facial expression. And while 
Rocky has proven to be a timeless cinematic 
image, the aged Rambo, still clad in his silly 
bandana, looks pathetically dated. 
Explosions may have had an impact in 
1982, but now after endless Die Hard clones 
and sequels, they barely register—even 
when Rambo unleashes a mushroom cloud. 
It’s a dreary excuse for entertainment and 
a drearier portrait of Stallone himself, who 
seems resigned to doing the same old shtick 
for the rest of his life.
While Rocky proved he could go the dis-
tance, Rambo hasn’t begun the first lap.
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
Get Involved on Campus 
Meet Awesome New People!
Director: Sylvester Stallone
Screenwriter: Sylvester Stallone &
                       Art Monterastelli
Running time: 93 minutes
rating: r
now playing at local theaters
F i LM  B i tS
‘Rambo’
Film review
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said the new location is decorated with 
recycled sheet metal, and everything from 
Veggie Bite will eventually become com-
pletely biodegradable. 
April Glueckert brought her two chil-
dren to the restaurant at the request of 
her daughter.  She said she heard about the 
restaurant and wanted to try something 
new. 
“I’m not vegan, but I try to lead a healthy 
lifestyle,” she said.  “This just seemed like 
an interesting option.” 
Many of Veggie Bite’s customers aren’t 
vegan or vegetarian, Shalom said. 
“I would say 30 percent of our customers 
are not vegan or vegetarian,” Shalom said. 
“A lot of them make the transition over 
because we’re here. That’s the cool thing 
because we have so many people come in 
thinking, ‘I couldn’t go totally vegan or 
vegetarian, but because you guys exist it’s 
easier to make the transition.’”
Watycha said she became a vegan when 
she met Shalom, who was born and raised a 
vegan. She said it’s not convenient or afford-
able to be a vegan, especially in Chicago. 
“To be a vegan, I think society kind of iso-
lates you as a vegan,” Watycha said. “If you 
go out with people those vegan options are 
just not there for you. Like in Wicker Park 
there are so many options that vegetarians 
choose to move there.” 
Mickey Hornick, owner of The Chicago 
Diner, 3411 N. Halsted St.,  said he’s not a fan 
of vegan fast food but supports what Veggie 
Veggie x
Continued from PG. 20
Owners say many customers 
not vegan, vegetarian 
Veggie Bite employee Levi Cook rings up a customer while his co-worker Schuyler Love prepares a sandwich. The South Side Veggie Bite location, which opened 
in early 2006, is located at 111th and Whipple streets.
Bite is doing for the vegan community. 
“Veggie Bite on the South Side—people 
rave about it,” Hornick said. “I think it’s 
a great option compared to eating meat. 
They’re good people. The food’s got to taste 
good and they’ve got vibes.” 
Though the initial reaction of the open-
ing of the South Side location was timid, 
Watycha said they expect the Wicker Park 
location to fare well with the community. 
“People thought it was crazy that we 
started here, but obviously we’ve lasted,” 
Watycha said. “After being open under two 
years we’re already opening another loca-
tion in Wicker Park, so I guess we’re not 
that crazy after all.”
jgalliart@chroniclemail.com 
Where: 3031 W. 111th St. 
Hours: 12 p.m. - 10 p.m.  
Prices: Entrees and sides range from 
$1.29 to $6.29 each 
Contact: (773) 239-4367
Veggie Bite  
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Playwright shoots his first movie ‘In Bruges’
Fresh off his oscar win in 2005 for Best live Action Short Film, acclaimed British playwright Martin 
McDonagh directs his first feature film, ‘in Bruges,’ due in theaters Feb. 8.
Tim hunt The ChroniCle
With the razor-sharp eyes of a hawk and the 
exuberant gap-toothed grin of a youthful 
troublemaker, Martin McDonagh is both 
fierce and childlike. His work reflects the 
same mixture of frank brutality and naive 
vulnerability. 
Growing up in England, the 27-year-old 
playwright became the first since Shake-
speare to have four plays running simulta-
neously on the West End. In 2005,  McDon-
agh won an Oscar for his film Six Shooter.
McDonagh’s first feature-length film, In 
Bruges, opens in limited release Feb. 8 and 
stars Colin Farrell and Brendan Gleeson as 
two Irish hit men fresh off a job who are 
instructed by their boss, Ralph Fiennes, to 
hide out in the quaint European town of 
Bruges, Belgium to await instructions. 
The Chronicle spoke with McDonagh 
about his new film, as well as his unique 
body of acclaimed work.
The Chronicle: What were the chal-
lenges of shooting in Bruges, a town that 
hasn’t been used as a film location since 
A Nun’s Story in 1959?
Martin McDonagh:  The mayor’s office 
definitely was behind it. They mostly wanted 
images of Bruges to get out there to America, 
because I guess people in America haven’t 
really seen or heard of Bruges.  That’s kind 
of the same in England. It’s not like it’s the 
Oscar-winner Martin McDonagh 
makes his feature film debut 
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
most famous town in Europe. But tourists 
do end up there, and it is an amazing place. 
They just wanted Bruges to come across as 
a beautiful place that people would want 
to go to and I think despite everything that 
[Colin’s character] says about the place, you 
would want to go there too.
How do the characters reflect your own 
feelings about Bruges?
Pretty much half of me was the Brendan 
Gleeson, [the] culture-loving nerd, and the 
other half just got bored on the second day 
I was there and just wanted to get drunk 
and leave. So those two aspects of myself 
started talking to each other and arguing 
with each other, and I just let them flow 
into the characters, [played by] Colin and 
Brendan. That’s how the story evolved.
How does your love of film influence 
your work?
Very strongly. I like great images on stage. 
I like things to happen onstage. I don’t like 
the offstage gunshot.  If there’s going to be a 
gun, get it on stage and let’s see some blood. 
It’s inherently more dramatic if you see the 
drama. I grew up in England and the usual 
stage fare was cups of tea and uncles who 
are really nice,  and I kind of wanted to trash 
all that, and do to theater what punk rock 
music did to the crap of the ’70s—just cut it 
down to size and have it be full of tunes and 
anger, in some ways, and have it be fun.
When I first saw Six Shooter, I was 
deeply unsettled and then found myself 
laughing, which led me to be unsettled 
by my own laughter. 
That’s exactly the feeling I want—to pull 
someone in with the comedy, but then take 
it to a kind of weirder place and question 
why we’re laughing at it.  You should never 
create a comic character, you should only 
create a truthful one, who has an odd per-
ception or odd ideas about the world like 
Colin’s character does in this. It’s good to 
explore a character like that who isn’t you. 
I think you should always write sometimes 
the opposite of what you think, and just 
wind them up and send them to Bruges.
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
—Read the complete transcript 
of The Chronicle’s interview with 
Martin McDonagh on our website, 
ColumbiaChronicle.com. 
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Speaking out and coming together
BEATS WILL drop and rhymes will fl ow when 
the sixth annual WORDSFest kicks o  this 
week. Students and artists will express 
emotions and ideas through their work as 
di erent artistic practices collide.
Started in 2002 by Second City alumna 
Dionna Gri  n-Irons, WORDSFest is an 
urban arts festival that provides artists of 
all trades with the chance to come together 
and perform their artwork for the public. 
WORDSFest will once again take the stage 
at the Theatre Building Chicago, 1225 W. Bel-
mont Ave.  The show will run from February 
7th-10th at 7:30 p.m. each night.
Despite being a non-Chicago native, Grif-
fi n-Irons immersed herself in the artistic 
world in the city.
“When I moved to Chicago, I wanted to 
have a community,” Gri  n-Irons said. “I 
saw that there was a need for a community 
of artists from all di erent disciplines. I 
could count on one hand the number of 
people I knew here in Chicago. But I knew 
there was a need to bridge these artists 
together and that is what WORDSFest 
does.” 
For the second year in a row, WORDSFest 
will be directed by Anthony Irons, husband 
to Gri  n-Irons and a member of the Congo 
Square Theatre Company.
“WORDSFest is more than just an urban 
Chicago artists revamp urban 
art festival by combining work
by Colin Shively
Assistant A&E Editor
arts festival,” Irons said. “It has become a 
growing family of artists that have learned 
to interbreed their own talents with each 
other. This will astound anyone.” 
WORDSFest, Griffin-Irons said, has 
allowed many artists to come in to the 
public spotlight.
During the festival, Gri  n-Irons demon-
strates her own segment called “The Free-
dom Show.” For 45 minutes, Gri  n-Irons 
talks about falling in love with a criminal 
and then spending time in jail for her 
choices. She said being open about her his-
tory makes her believe this will inspire the 
audience, which is why WORDSFest created 
the audience talkback. 
After the fi rst act, audience members can 
take the stage and use their own words to 
describe who they are, their life struggles 
and how those struggles have created the 
person they are today.
“This helps them fi nd their own voice and 
express their own words about their per-
sonal stories,” Gri  n-Irons said. WORDS-
Fest has 45 performers participating this 
year.
Each year, WORDSFest changes its theme 
to pertain to the artists’ current work. 
“This year is a focus on cultivating and 
building the particular women’s solo work, 
especially diverse women,” Gri  n-Irons 
said.  
Griffin-Irons did not just want the 
mainstream artists. She scrounged around 
Chicago; speak out-cafes, poetic stomping 
grounds and clubs. However this year’s line 
up consists of a few well-known women 
poets, dancers and musicians. Included in 
the program are Coya Paz and Tanya Sara-
cho, co-artistic directors of Teatro Luna, and 
Gina Barge, a columnist at RedEye.
“The great thing about participating in 
WORDSFest is that we give meaning to 
words, and words give meaning to us,” Barge 
said. “We can’t always let words defi ne us. 
WORDSFest fosters that concept.”
WORDSFest takes place during Black 
History Month because of the diverse work 
found in the black culture, but she said the-
festival can be hosted any month. 
This will be the third year WORDSFest 
will be independently produced and not 
connected with Second City. The festival 
had been produced by Second City since 
its start of the festival but is now produced 
by DMG Freedom Productions. Despite the 
split, Second City is still a major sponsor 
and supporter of WORDSFest. 
Gri  n-Irons intends to keep the event 
going for years to come. Her goal is to get 
the community of artists to keep bridging 
the gap. Irons and Gri  n-Irons are both 
working on summer events to help promote 
and acquire new artists for WORDSFest. 
“We would love to expand past Chicago 
in the future,” Gri  n said. “WORDSFest has 
already had outside colleges and theater 
companies look at [the festival] and begin 
talks to duplicate the concept.”
cshively@chroniclemail.com
Dionna Grif n-Irons, Second City alumna, demonstrates her dance and poetry at the urban arts festival 
WORDSFest.
Courtesy WORDSFest
 ©2007 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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‘DUMA KEY’
Stephen King’s new novel is surprisingly good. The book is about 
a man who gets in a car accident and a multitude of complications 
that occur afterward. Themes like suicide and domestic abuse 
keep the reader hooked, while King’s writing style elicits a kind 
of desperation and frankness not found in other contemporary 
books. —D. Kucynda
‘THE PorTAblE ATHEisT’ 
This book is like a pat on the head and a “You’re alright, kid” 
for the lonely atheist caught in the glare of a thousand angry 
religious people. This lengthy collection of writings is a little 
tedious to read, but fascinating in its staunch position of non-
belief and acceptance of pure reason. —D. Nelson
JAn. 31 issUE of THE CHiCAgo TribUnE
Being a weekly newspaper publication is hard enough, but every 
time the Chicago Tribune scoops us on our own articles (CTA 
hangs haiku on walls, Jan. 31), it’s that much more frustrating. 
Kudos to you, Trib, for getting this one—but watch out, we’re still 
rivals. —A. Maurer
‘THE orPHAnAgE’
Guillermo del Toro produced yet another chilling masterpiece. 
Belen rueda is captivating as a tortured mother who makes you 
feel her pain until the very end. The ending itself is one you don’t 
find often—it leaves the viewers blindsided, but satisfied. And the 
name “Tomas” will forever produce goosebumps. —S. Harvey
‘MiCHAEl ClAYTon’
George Clooney takes on the role of an addiction-crippled lawyer/
cop hybrid who uncovers corruption within the environmental 
group his prestigious law firm represents. he’s the most visible 
member of a fantastic cast that brings home a powerful morality 
tale disguised as a legal thriller. Great script by first-time director 
Tony Gilroy. —W. Giglio 
‘PErsEPolis’
like most film adaptations, many of the details found in the 
graphic novel about a young girl growing up in iran have been 
glossed over in the interest of time. however, the film makes up 
for it by having a stronger emotional impact and a more striking 
art direction. —R. Bykowski 
bAT for lAsHEs: ‘fUr AnD golD’
i stumbled upon Bat for lashes’ music video “What’s a Girl To 
Do?” a while ago and i’ve been hooked ever since. natasha Khan, 
the entire band, is like Bjork except from the U.K. and slightly 
more pop-culture friendly. She dresses as cute as a button and 
her vocals aren’t bad either. —C. Mahlmeister
girl TAlK/DAn DEACon/lorD of THE YUM YUM 
JAn. 26 sHow
if you didn’t catch this show, you missed the most wicked dance 
party of the year. everyone at Metro, 3730 n. Clark St., danced 
wildly. Their clothes were off, and the people on stage were groov-
ing to mash-ups, remixed with euro-trash glory. This concert made 
college parties look bad. —D. Kucynda
KiEHls liP bAlM sPf 15
Winter is sucking the life out of me. But my lips look and feel 
fabulous thanks to this lip balm. Although it’s pricy at $8.50 
a tube, nothing else seems to do the trick for me. Goodbye to 
chapped and sore winter woes. —B. Schlikerman
THE nEw PEPsi CAn DEsign   
luckily, the fridge here in the office is always stocked with soda, 
but the designs of the new Pepsi can makes me dread opening 
the fridge each day. Please Pepsi, stop letting online participants 
design horribly cluttered, tacky cans. Take a hint from Coca-Cola 
and go back to a classic feel. —K. Badger
DrEAMing AboUT PrEsiDEnTiAl CAnDiDATEs 
Barack obama showed up at my family’s house in a recent 
dream of mine. he arrived bearing Christmas gifts. he took 
off his striped beanie, sat back on his heels and told a joke. i 
remember feeling so attracted to him and nervous—during my 
dream. —B. Palmer
PRINT
REVIEWS
SiiiiiiiiiCK ShoUlDer ShrUG noT BAD, noT BAD WorTh A GiGGle hAPPY DAnCe!
moVIES / dVd / TV 
RaNdom
muSIc
sHErYl Crow: ‘DEToUrs’
From the first track, “God Bless this Mess,” Crow takes us through 
current political and environmental issues in our society, along 
with detours the artist had in love and life, singing lyrics like 
“Diamond ring/f------ up everything” on the song “Diamond ring.” 
The album’s gritty, old sound can only be attributed to reuniting 
with producer Bill Bottrell who worked on hits like “All i Wanna 
Do.”  —B. Marlow
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Adventurous effort explores adolescence in America
Fast-paced play looks at issues 
behind Columbine shooting
by Derek Kucynda
Assistant A&E Editor
The all-Too familiar world of a high school 
with angst-ridden teenagers, bullies and 
oblivious adults is the focus of a play with 
a name similar to one of the most horrific 
school shootings in American history.
Interviews, eye-witness reports, testi-
mony from survivors and other research 
combine in “Columbinus,” which currently 
plays at the Raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark St., 
until March 15.  The play, written by Stephen 
Karam and PJ Paparelli and directed by Greg 
Kolack, is performed by members of the 
United States Theatre Project, a nonprofit 
ensemble theater group dedicated to bring-
ing social and political awareness to others 
through dramatic theater productions.
In “Columbinus,” teenagers face issues 
like identity, misguidance and isolation 
in the bleak world of high school, com-
plete with Columbine shooters Eric Harris 
and Dylan Klebold’s attempts at social 
interaction.
 The script is fast-paced, with quick 
exchanges between the ensemble actors, 
giving the play an early momentum and 
foreshadowing the chaos that happens 
later.  The ensemble listens to each other 
as the characters stay on cue and often joke, 
in the usual over-emotional teenage way, 
about the complexities of high school.  
Throughout the play, the actors utilize 
their body movement well by having a sig-
nature stance and walk to correspond with 
their stereotypical characters, but all of the 
actors on stage keep their feet planted on 
the ground, staying engaged with their 
voices to create a strong presence on stage. 
For example, the jock, played by Michael 
Peters, a Columbia graduate, does an espe-
cially good job staying in character, walking 
with an arrogant swagger, but still keeping 
the intensity in his voice so his character 
appears intimidating to others.
In “Columbinus,” the audience is intro-
duced to this “anonymous” world of high 
school, set in Anytown, USA. The same ste-
reotypes that are commonly recognized in 
high school are present here: the jock, the 
prep, the popular blonde, the nerd, the goth, 
the religious archetype, the weirdo and the 
loner, portrayed by Matthew Klinger as Kle-
bold and Jamie Aberson as Harris.
The second act explores the shootings 
and aftermath at Columbine. Whether it 
was out of respect for the victims or not, 
the problem here was the delivery of the 
dialogue at the end, which was forced and 
lackadaisical. Ensemble members rattled 
off the effect the shootings had on the com-
munity in a self-pitying, deprecating way.
“Columbinus” is essentially a re-enactment 
of the Columbine shootings and doesn’t pro-
vide any new insight to the tragedy.  The prob-
lem is that other ensemble characters are 
never really fully fleshed out.  Their reactions 
and the issues they confront are completely 
one-dimensional and predictable,  with such 
“shockers” as the popular girl getting preg-
nant, the gothic rebel cutting herself and the 
prep realizing that he has homosexual feel-
ings for his jock best friend.
However, “Columbinus” effectively uses 
documents like a creative writing essay 
that Klebold wrote, a written psychological 
statement on Harris and Klebold, explor-
ing different facets of their personalities 
and actual 911 phone conversations from 
the real-life shootings, giving the play a 
sense of credibility. The validity allows the 
“Columbinus” horror story to hit home. 
These documents also allow the play to 
become more disturbing because these 
clues were ignored in real life.
The credibility of “Columbinus” is fueled 
by the fact that Patricia Hersch, the play’s 
research specialist, did an excellent job 
investigating the shootings and talking to 
the police, students and families of the vic-
tims of the Columbine tragedy. Through her 
research, “Columbinus” had sharp scenes 
showcasing wit, especially playing at the 
high school typecasts, but still leaving the 
overall tone of the play very unsettling.
In the end, the audience finds out one 
startling bit of information beneath the 
generalizations of the script: the students 
at Columbine high school have returned 
to normalcy. Even after tragedy, the same 
name-calling continues, leaving the audi-
ence to ponder the question: Will history 
repeat itself?
dkucynda@chroniclemail.com
Jamie Abelson as Eric Harris and Matthew Klinger as Dylan Klebold sneak around stage as the ensemble 
of ‘Columbinus’ looks on.
Courtesy ANDRA VELIS SIMON
Director: Greg Kolack
Featuring: Jamie Abelson and Matthew 
Klinger, ensemble cast 
Where: Raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark St. 
Cost: Students, $20; Adults, $25
Runs through March 15 
Play  B I TS
“Columbinus”
Theater review
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A judge has denied Foxy Brown’s request 
to get out of jail early so she can go to Cali-
fornia for an ear examination and for repair 
of an electronic ear implant.
Her petition to the judge said her condi-
tion was worsening in jail and she faced 
serious harm to her hearing unless she had 
the cochlear implant reprogrammed and 
repaired.
Prosecutors say Brown can get the treat-
ment she needs in New York, but her attor-
neys say she requires the treatment of spe-
cialists at House Clinic in Los Angeles.
1. “American idol” (Tuesday), FoX
2. “American idol” (Wednesday), FoX
3. “The Moment of Truth,” FoX
4. “60 Minutes,” CBS
5. “Deal or no Deal” (Monday), nBC
—Nielsen Media Research 
144JBTS08
people in the news
Television
Film
1. Meet the Spartans, FoX
2. Rambo, lionsgate
3. 27 Dresses, FoX
4. Cloverfield, Paramount
5. Untraceable, Sony
—Media by Numbers LLC 
Songs
Albums
1. “low,” Flo rida feat. T-Pain. Poe Boy/
Atlantic
2. “no one,” Alicia Keys. MBK/J/rMG
3. “With You,” Chris Brown. Jive/Zomba
4. “Apologize,” Timbaland feat. oner
public. Mosley/Blackground/interscope
5. “Don’t Stop the Music,” rihanna.
SrP/Def Jam/iDJMG
—Billboard magazine
1. Juno, Soundtrack. rhino.
2. As I Am, Alicia Keys. MBK/J/rMG.
(Platinum)
3. Pocketful of Sunshine, natasha Be
ingfield. Phonogenic/epic/Sony Music.
4. Growing Pains, Mary J. Blige. Matr
arch/Geffen/iGA.
5. In Rainbows, radiohead. TBD/ATo.
—Billboard Magazine
In hIs new role as U.N. messenger of peace, 
George Clooney was playing himself.
The 46-year-old actor arrived Jan. 31 at the 
United Nations, joking and shaking hands 
and repeating “Hi guys!” as he stepped past 
hundreds of curious U.N. employees.
Clooney toured U.N. headquarters for a 
ceremony and a new pin on his lapel mark-
ing his designation for the special job by 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
As the ninth U.N. peace envoy, the Oscar 
winner (best supporting actor for Syriana) 
was selected for his ability to focus public 
attention on critical international political 
and social issues.  He told reporters it was a 
tremendous honor for him.
“I am very proud to be here as a mes-
senger of peace, and the message is: That 
the world is watching, and that at this 
point we cannot afford to fail,” he said. 
“There’s a lot more responsibility with 
this one than with an Oscar, which all you 
really have to do is, you know, drink after 
the party.”
AP
in this undated photo released by the United nations and African Mission to Darfur (UnAMiD), U.S. actor 
George Clooney, right, who was recently designated as a U.n. messenger of peace, talks with a delegate 
from Darfur’s civil society during a meeting in el Fasher, north Darfur, Sudan, in late January 2008.
AP
Clooney goes to Darfur 
Sporting a huge, billowing Afro and a 
T-shirt with an anti-Iraq war slogan, Erykah 
Badu said she identifies with Palestinian 
hip-hop and expressed support for Louis 
Farrakhan before a crowd of Israeli fans and 
journalists Jan. 31.
The singer, who couldn’t name any Israeli 
hip-hop artists, said she identified with the 
Palestinians and their hip-hop scene, saying 
they are part of her “tribe” of hip-hop.
“They use [hip-hop] as a form of libera-
tion, as a form of pre-resistance, as a form 
of therapy,” she said.
Badu shows love for her ‘tribe’ 
Foxy Brown still in slammer
snipes acquitted of tax fraud 
Actor Wesley Snipes was found not guilty 
of federal tax fraud and conspiracy charges 
Feb. 1, but was convicted on three misde-
meanor counts of failing to file a tax return.
Snipes faced up to 16 years in prison.  The 
Blade star was indicted in 2006 after Snipes 
stopped paying taxes.
AP
high Fives oF the week
—Compiled from AP, Jan. 31
Aries (March 21-April 19) Meetings will be quite productive, if you stick to 
your agenda. Make important creative decisions; don’t let the group get side-
tracked. Provide leadership as required.
TAurus (April 20-May 20) Your path is blocked, but only if you try to go straight 
ahead. You can get around this problem relatively easily. Find an alternative 
route.
GeMini (May 21-June 21) Your good sense is attracting attention. it’s a funny 
thing, but when you show you can manage money, people give you more money 
to manage. 
CAnCer (June 22-July 22) Continue to let your partner take the leadership 
position. Offer support and encouragement. Together, you’re victorious.
LeO (July 23-Aug. 22) Your partner would like to help, but the most important 
task is something you have to do by yourself. nobody does it better.
VirGO (Aug. 23-sept. 22) Take care of business as much as you need to, but 
not a minute more. Your heart isn’t really in it, so go to where your heart is.
LibrA (sept. 23-Oct. 22) Wait until your project is finished before you show it 
off. There may be a few minor modifications to be made. Tie up loose odds 
and ends.
sCOrPiO (Oct. 23-nov. 21) Your imagination is good, but don’t rely on that. use 
somebody else’s imagination, too. Get some creative friends together and toss a few 
ideas around.
sAGiTTArius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) Your financial good fortune seems to be linked to 
home and family. That configuration could also refer to real estate. And you’re very 
intelligent now.
CAPriCOrn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) it seems that every answer you find leads you 
to more questions. Get used to it. This is why your life is so interesting. And 
why you’re becoming so wise.
AquArius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You may feel like the weight of the world is on 
your shoulders. Actually, you do pretty well under pressure. You get even more 
determined. You’ll do fine.
PisCes (Feb. 19-March 20) You don’t have to say much to get your point 
across. it’s better if you don’t, actually. Let them hang on your every word.
Crossword
sudoku ComiC relief
horosCope
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Commentary
Editorials
As a belated response to the impending 
economic recession, democrats and repub-
licans in Congress have worked together 
to create a stimulus package they claim 
will fix the problem. The package would 
pay out $146 billion to American workers 
and families through federal rebate checks. 
Their enthusiasm implies that this mea-
sure will be a panacea, strengthening the 
market and curing what ails. But a more 
comprehensive look at the reasons why the 
economy is faltering makes it clear that the 
package will only work in the short term.
The stimulus package would pay out from 
$600 to $1,200, depending on the citizen’s 
income level and marital status. If the 
recipient makes more than $75,000 and is 
single, or is married with a joint income 
larger than $150,000, the person won’t get 
a rebate.  An additional $300 for every child 
under 17 would be added to the monetary 
total for families.
The package also awards additional tax 
breaks to businesses in the hopes of spur-
ring investment and growth. The influx of 
money and the confidence the package will 
give businesses should, in the short term, 
hold off the impending recession. Dump-
ing money into the economy, especially in 
individual amounts almost sure to be spent 
quickly, is always an immediate boost. But 
it’s not the final solution to the problem.
The impending recession was caused by 
the dramatic weakening of three of the pil-
lars of the American economy: the housing 
market, creditors and consumer confidence 
(aka spending). The housing bubble had 
Rebates short term boost
been over-inflated for years, and it finally 
burst. Suddenly, people couldn’t pay their 
credit card bills, thus the “credit crunch” 
experienced across the nation. Wall Street 
saw the signs of recession and started sell-
ing, and the market began to plummet. In 
the midst of all the panic, consumers are 
starting to rein in their spending as they 
brace for the tough months ahead.
The injection of money provided by 
the stimulus plan will take care of consum-
er confidence, at least for a while. But politi-
cians in Washington are fooling themselves 
if they think this will do any more than 
keep the wolves at bay for a few months, 
maybe even a few financial quarters. The 
historic rate cuts the Federal Reserve is 
implementing (with more expected this 
week) will also play an important role in 
calming consumer anxiety and stabilizing 
the market. But in the end, the government 
is treating the symptoms, not the disease.
If serious investment in jobs and infra-
structure don’t follow these admirable 
measures then another future recession 
will become inevitable. Government should 
begin investing in new technologies and 
fields that spur job growth and create mar-
kets. Green collar jobs, like alternative fuel 
research and clean energy initiatives, would 
be a step in the right direction. Investment 
in education and the reining in of student 
loan companies is another, especially for 
college students.
The stimulus package is a step toward 
a stronger economy, but it’s just a step—
there’s a long way to go.
Student political activity lacking
Here at Columbia we currently have no 
active student groups aligned with any 
political party.  No College Democrats orga-
nization (didn’t apply for renewal), Colum-
bia Conservatives (suspended), libertarians 
or greens on campus. In a voting year that 
offers a wide variety of candidates, includ-
ing an electable (and favored in the general 
election) woman and black man, Columbia 
students aren’t following the trends of the 
rest of the country’s youth—they aren’t get-
ting involved. In an election this important 
and with youth turnout in primaries the 
highest ever, that’s embarrassing.
Columbia doesn’t intentionally cultivate 
this apathetic atmosphere. But it proudly 
displays statistics like zero fraternities, 
zero sororities and zero official sports 
teams, entities that make it easier for stu-
dents to get together.  The consequences 
of those statistics combined with the lack 
of a real campus results in less exciting 
numbers—little school spirit,  zero common 
areas for students to occupy, little sense of 
community outside of one’s major and now 
zero active political groups. 
In the past, Columbia has made steps 
to try and encourage political discussion 
among students, inviting both Sen. Barack 
Obama and Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois 
to speak. But according to Dominic Cot-
tone, director of Student Organizations 
and Leadership, the turnout is always very 
low. Columbia also makes voter registra-
tion available to students signing up for 
their U-Passes, but no student groups or 
Columbia officials actually man a table or 
orchestrate registration, even though stu-
dents showed a clear willingness to do so 
(600 registered last year).  The task is left to 
outside organizations like the ACLU. 
If the first several primaries and cau-
cuses of this year’s primary season are 
any indication, 2008’s elections will create 
huge voter turnout across the country and 
inspire young people everywhere to get 
involved in politics. Columbia has to keep 
fighting to get its students involved. The 
school shouldn’t stop inviting senators and 
local government leaders to speak to stu-
dents.  Administrators should make voter 
registration a more visible part of campus, 
and commit to doing what they can to 
foster student interest in American gov-
ernment. Higher education should benefit 
its enrollees in many ways, but one of the 
most important is preparing them to take 
part in their republic.   
 But Columbia can’t do it alone. Students 
have to start making an effort to organize, 
speak, rally and vote. It is said that all art 
is political; the student body of a huge art 
school in one of America’s largest cities has 
a responsibility to itself to get involved in 
its country, its government and policy. The 
goal of the artist, the journalist, the film-
maker and the writer is to make a differ-
ence. It’s past time for Columbia students to 
make their voices heard. Become part of the 
process. And on Feb. 5 and Nov. 2, vote. 
  Have an opinion about something you read in this newspaper? 
Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe strongly about an 
issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of page 2 you’ll find a set of guidelines on how 
to do this. Let us hear from you. 
—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
Letter to the Editor:
Admittedly, I’m not a regular reader of 
The Chronicle, but today I was passing by 
the paper and an article caught my eye: 
“Tradition trumps technology.”
Having been in the Columbia film pro-
gram for three years now and having used 
both a Bolex as well as a PD-150, I feel I 
should offer up my own opinions on this 
matter, which are as follows.
I believe the Bolex is an outdated tool. 
While tough and reliable in the field, it has 
no other use but for student and experi-
mental film. As said before, I’ve made films 
on the Bolex and I’ve made films on the 
PD-150, and I must say my digital work far 
surpasses my film work. With digital I’m 
able to shoot realistic movies at a low cost 
to myself and I’m able to make mistakes 
and recover from them. I’m not doomed to 
send my reels off to the lab only to discover 
a week later that they weren’t developed 
properly or that I need to spend $20 for 
another reel to re-shoot a 30-second scene 
that wasn’t exposed right.
Now,  I understand that proper film expo-
sure, lighting, etc. must be learned and I 
encourage film’s use in the cinematography 
and advanced production classes. But I do 
not see why Columbia can’t upgrade its 
basic entry level production classes from 
16mm to MiniDV.
If cost is a question (as stated in the 
article, PD-170s can cost up to $1,000 more 
than a Bolex), perhaps the school should 
consider the benefits of consumer-quality 
camcorders.  There are decent MiniDV cams 
out there perfectly suited to teach students 
the very basics of filmmaking and cost only 
a fraction of the price of a Bolex.
I’ve used my personal camcorder in place 
of a PD-170 on several shoots and suffered 
no significant loss in image quality from it. 
The principles of good lighting and frame-
work still apply,  and if the school would 
prefer to keep tradition by having Produc-
tion I remain silent and black and white, 
those rules can still be enforced.
Film will always have its place here. But 
perhaps students should earn the privilege 
to work with film in its proper environ-
ment and with cameras that are relevant 
to current standards. With all the advan-
tages digital technology gives us, there is no 
reason why we should be ashamed to work 
with the MiniDV format over 16mm.
Thank you and I appreciate the paper’s 
interest in my major and my passion. I hope 
to see more articles debating and discuss-
ing this topic in future issues.
Alex Gross
Senior
Film and Video 
Re: Outdated Cameras
MCT
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Although the 
spring semester 
has barely begun, 
Columbia’s admin-
istration needs to 
look forward to 
the summer and 
address the inade-
quate public trans-
portation plan for 
students who live 
in Chicago during 
the “off” months.
The U-Pass is a saving grace for Columbia 
students,  and it’s baffling why the college 
offers the pass during the fall and spring 
semesters, but not for winter or summer 
break. Even students who are enrolled in 
J-term or summer semester classes are left 
without a U-Pass,  which creates a financial 
burden.
Columbia administration has benefited 
by marketing the fact the college is located 
in the heart of downtown Chicago, and the 
students it’s attracted have benefited by 
assimilating themselves in the city with 
help from cheap public transportation.
Simply because the fall or spring semester 
is not in session doesn’t mean students can 
do without the discounted fares. Students 
don’t just vanish the second the semester 
ends. Many continue to live in Chicago, and 
rely on public transportation.  Students 
depend on the comprehensive network of 
the CTA to get to and from work, the library, 
friends’ houses, museums and all of the 
On  Sunday Jan. 
27, Caroline Ken-
nedy, the daugh-
ter of the former 
president, endorsed 
Barack Obama in a 
New York Times 
editorial titled “A 
President Like My 
Father.” 
Caroline could 
have used her 
father’s words at 
his inauguration to describe Obama’s can-
didacy—“The torch has been passed.”
In the editorial, Caroline wrote “Some-
times it takes a while to recognize that 
someone has a special ability to get us to 
believe in ourselves, to tie that belief to our 
highest ideals and imagine that together we 
can do great things. In those rare moments, 
when such a person comes along, we need 
to put aside our plans and reach for what 
we know is possible. 
“We have that kind of opportunity with 
Senator Obama.”
When Caroline said a presidential candi-
date, any presidential candidate, is like her 
father, the electorate took notice. President 
Kennedy was a life-changing politician for 
millions of baby-boomers who remember 
his rousing speeches and message of public 
service and self-sacrifice. 
The next day at American University,  Sen. 
Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.), Caroline’s uncle 
and the “lion” of the Democratic Party, 
endorsed Obama as well. 
“I am convinced we can reach our goals 
only if we are not petty when our cause is 
so great—only if we find a way past the stale 
other places that make Chicago a fun place 
to be.
The U-Pass is a program set up by the 
CTA, and while the CTA surely has its own 
rules and restrictions, it doesn’t appear 
that they’re the same for every participat-
ing school. Harold Washington College, a 
few blocks north from Columbia, offers a 
summer U-Pass for students taking class-
es. The University of Illinois at Chicago’s 
U-Passes were valid for a week before spring 
semester classes started. According to its 
website, Loyola University’s U-Pass costs 
$88, which is more expensive than the fee 
Columbia charges. With so many variations 
within one program, there must be room 
for Columbia to lobby for improvements.
First and foremost, students enrolled 
in J-term or summer term classes should 
have access to a U-Pass. Columbia offer-
ing classes during those periods but not an 
affordable transportation plan is a baffling 
and poorly thought out decision.  There are 
no real differences in the needs of those 
enrolled in fall and spring semesters from 
that of summer and J-term students. 
Secondly, Columbia needs to find a way 
to offer a U-Pass during those periods that 
students are not enrolled in class.  This is 
a harder sell, but it’s also necessary.  If it 
means charging students more for their 
U-Pass during the fall and spring semester 
to cover costs, or making individual stu-
dents pay a fee for the pass, so be it.
While this is a job for the administration, 
the students need to be vocal.  The Student 
ideas and stalemate of our times—only if 
we replace the politics of fear with the poli-
tics of hope—and only if we have the cour-
age to choose change,” said Sen. Kennedy. 
“Barack Obama is the one person running 
for president who can bring us that change. 
Barack Obama is the one person running 
for president who can be that change.”
The strong words and sweeping rhetoric 
is a hallmark of Obama’s campaign and a 
vestige of JFK’s. Ted Kennedy made it clear 
that he sensed the echo, and perhaps even 
the fulfillment, of his brother’s vision for 
Government Association is a great outlet 
for students to voice their opinions to on 
the issues that are important to them.  The 
SGA has recently been working in tandem 
with other colleges’ student governments 
to develop a discounted fare program for 
college students who take the Metra, so stu-
dent transportation needs are a big priority 
for the SGA.
Instead of “creating change” over winter 
a different America in Obama. Caroline 
spoke as well, telling the crowd that it 
was her children who first tipped her off 
that Obama was the right candidate—he 
inspired them.
That’s why the Kennedys still matter to 
democrats and progressives 45 years after 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy. It’s 
the reason that his daughter (who isn’t 
involved in government) can write an edi-
torial in the New York Times that makes a 
difference to voters. It’s those memories 
of hope. 
and summer break, students are left to 
scrounge for change to get where they need 
to go.   And in the face of annual tuition 
increases that are almost as guaranteed 
as the sun rising each morning, expand-
ing the coverage of the U-Pass program to 
would be an incredible gesture from the 
administration.
President Kennedy,  for many,  was the last 
candidate who actually inspired them. Bill 
Clinton’s interest in politics was famously 
sparked by a short meeting and handshake 
with him. He was the man who told them 
they could rise above divisions, become 
a moral leader in the world and go to the 
moon. He’s the man who asked Americans 
not what their country could do for them, 
but what they could do for their country. 
He’s the man who founded the Peace Corps, 
and oversaw the greatest increase of inter-
est in government and politics among 
youth than ever before.
President Kennedy’s is the kind of cam-
paign that Obama has tried to run from the 
beginning, and the endorsement from the 
Kennedys legitimizes his attempt. 
Obama has always framed himself as 
the candidate of change and non-partisan 
leadership, and now that the Kennedys 
believe in him, it will be easier for the rest 
of America to join in.
The significance of the location for the 
speech was clear to politicians and liberals 
everywhere—it was at American University 
in 1963 that John F. Kennedy gave an impor-
tant speech pleading for the end of nuclear 
proliferation and a peaceable solution to 
the Cold War. 
It is this kind of progressive message, this 
air of optimism and hope that Kennedy pro-
vided young people in the early ’60s that 
made him so beloved—it’s what Bobby Ken-
nedy gave them a few years later, and it’s 
what Barack Obama is giving them now.
An elevated train rumbles through Chicago. Rides on the train cost students $4 for a roundtrip during the 
summer and winter off months.
MCT
jgiglio@chroniclemail.comBarack Obama speaks to a crowd of supporters in Kansas on Jan. 29, after receiving the endorsement 
of Governor Kathleen Sebelius.
MCT
Students need U-Pass year round
by Robert Bykowski 
Campus News Editor 
by Wes Giglio
Commentary Editor 
Obama’s campaign reminds many of Kennedy
rbykowski@chroniclemail.com
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We wouldn’t get any, but the cool thing 
is we could open the dome whenever we 
want. A lot of people have talked about 
liking the Chicago winter, but when you get 
down to it, it’s that they like the first time 
it snows when everything is serene and 
muted. It’s the first time, not the eighth 
time. I figure we leave the dome open 
for the first snow. We could have sprin-
klers or take snow and turn it into rain. 
Mason said. “It’s pure 
misery, year after year.” 
Mason acknowledged his 
idea has been criticized, 
especially from people 
who feel the plan is a 
little too strange.
Eddie Salecki, a sopho-
more music business 
major, said the idea is a 
bit far-fetched.
“I don’t think [the 
dome] is a bad idea, just a 
little ridiculous,” Salecki 
said. “If you don’t want to 
live here, you can always 
go somewhere else.”
But  Mason is prepared 
to handle those not in 
favor of the dome.
“I think the technol-
ogy is just about there,” 
he said. “If there’s a will, 
there’s a way. I remember 
when people first started 
talking about sending a 
man to the moon, every-
one thought it was crazy 
and it wasn’t going to 
happen.”
Mason’s inspiration 
for the dome came from 
a similar project happen-
ing in a suburb of Moscow 
where Norman Foster, an 
architect from London, is 
working to build a dome 
to protect the residents 
from weather in Russia. 
The cost of the dome 
in Russia is £1.6 billion, 
or about $3.2 billion. 
Here at home, individu-
als have pledged more 
than $225,000 toward 
the $10 billion goal. The 
campaign has been run-
ning on Mason’s site, 
ThePoint.com, for the last 
two weeks. Pledgers enter 
their credit card informa-
tion and pledge a certain 
by Brett Marlow
Assistant City Beat Editor
The SiMpSonS escaped from 
the dome over Springfield in 
their movie, and Chicagoans 
might be escaping the harsh 
winters if one local man’s cam-
paign comes to life.
Andrew Mason, a 27-year-old 
who has lived in Chicago since 
becoming a student at North-
western University in 1999, 
wants to build a dome over 
Chicago to shield residents 
from the brutal winters the 
city endures.
“Domes have been with us 
for a long time now, it’s time 
we pull them out of the movies 
and put it on the ground,” 
Mason said.
The proposed dome, which 
could be constructed out of 
materials such as glass, Plexi-
glas and plastic, would be 
collapsible so the city could 
experience the other three 
seasons of the year. The dome 
would have holes for airplanes 
and ventilation and it would be 
heated so the snow slides off 
of it. Mason has also imagined 
a restaurant and ski resort on 
top of the dome. 
Mason said putting a 
stop to the cold would allow 
citizens to do more in the 
wintertime.
“I’m tired of these winters,” 
amount of money. If the campaign can move 
forward, their pledges will be collected.
“It’s completely credible,” Mason said. “It’s 
no joke.”
Others, however, are skeptical of something 
of this magnitude coming to life.
Pat Slattery, public affairs specialist for the 
National Weather Service, said he thinks the 
construction aspects of the project would be 
almost impractical, but he had some weather 
concerns as well.
“One problem that you would have in enclos-
ing that big of an area is the buildup of heat in 
the wintertime,” Slattery said. “Where would 
all the pollutants go? You have to have some 
way of getting carbon monoxide out, or you’d 
suffocate everyone in the city.”
Mason said the dome would have holes for 
ventilation.
Similar dome structures exist in a smaller 
capacity. Buckminster Fuller, a designer and 
architect, was instrumental in the design of 
geodesic domes, a lightweight spherical struc-
ture based on a system of polygons and circles 
on the surface of a sphere.
Joseph Clinton, a retired design scientist and 
board member of the Buckminster Fuller Insti-
tute said the idea isn’t so far-fetched. In fact, 
it’s possible.
Clinton said Fuller had done a study on a simi-
lar project on enclosing the city of New York in a 
dome, and there have been other studies since. 
“The feasibility is there,” Clinton said.
Chicago is home to a myriad of tall sky-
scrapers that would be enclosed within the 
dome, but according to Clinton, height isn’t 
the issue.
“I wouldn’t see [height] as an issue because 
you would primarily have to do the dome so 
that the center polar axis of the sphere would 
be going down through the most dense part of 
the city,” Clinton said.
With the feasibility and possibil-
ity in mind, Mason’s ideas of how to 
utilize the dome for more than shield-
ing the city from the cold are numerous. 
City Beat
Dome, sweet dome
It also would allow residents 
to commute easier, and 
maybe lessen traffic conges-
tion because weather would 
no longer be an issue, Mason 
said.
“I love riding a bike around 
Chicago, it’s a perfect city for 
bike riding,  except the winter,” 
Mason said. “If we had a more 
controlled, temperate climate 
year-round, bike riding would 
become more practical. Not 
only that, but we’d see kaya-
king and whatnot down the 
river.”
With such an idea comes 
some skepticism, but Mason’s 
prepared for that. He’s also 
ready to defend that although 
Chicago might be known for 
its winters, we could now be an 
icon as a dome-covered city.
“I think the naysayers are 
the same kind of people who 
pooh-poohed the television 
when it first was invented, the 
Internet and other technolo-
gies that have become essen-
tial in the way we run modern 
life,” Mason said.
To Mason, Chicago winters 
have become an icon because 
people needed to find a way to 
be entertained in the cold.
“We needed some way not 
to kill ourselves every winter,” 
he said. “One way to do that is 
to turn it into a positive. This 
new icon [wouldn’t] make you 
depressed a third of the year.”
But Mason, who is serious 
about the dome, said people 
might need to get adjusted to 
the idea.
“Did they ask John F. Ken-
nedy if he was serious when 
he was going to put a man on 
the moon?” he said. “Did they 
ask Thomas Jefferson if he was 
serious when he said he was 
going to write the Declaration 
of Independence?”
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
Q: What about rain?
Q: What about driving in 
and out of the city? 
Q: Would the dome 
extend into the lake?
What about . . .
Chicagoan campaigns for winter shield to be built over city
Andrew Mason: It would just be like 
getting out of the city now. You’ve been 
in the Superdome or sports domes, 
you can get in and out, they still 
manage to keep it warm and dry.
 
We would have to figure that out as a 
community or let the architects figure that 
out. I guess it would probably just stop shy 
of the lake or arch over like the Sydney 
Opera House. 
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‘All of Mankind’ mural 
threatened by church sale
by Dana Nelson
City Beat Editor
WITHIN THE segregated city of Chicago, com-
munity and art activists are rallying around 
a symbol of peace, hope and unity—a mural 
called “All of Mankind” by Chicagoan 
William Walker, which may disappear in 
the coming months. 
The Northside Stranger’s Home Church, 
617 W. Evergreen Ave., which houses the 
fading painting on its exterior walls, is up 
for sale. Members of the All of Mankind 
Coalition, which formed to save the mural, 
fear the sale will result in the demolition of 
the building and consequently, the destruc-
tion of the 36-year-old mural. 
“We know that there are some pieces of 
public art we expect to last for a very long 
time, if not forever, and we know that there 
are some pieces that we expect to be tem-
porary and do not last very long,” said Jon 
Pounds, executive director of the Chicago 
Public Art Group, which produces art and 
park designs for communities in Chicago. 
“But this piece falls in between those two 
and I believe it calls for a really clear deci-
sion on the part of the city and the part 
of all of us as people if we decide to throw 
away something like this; if we let it disap-
pear when we have the chance to keep it.” 
The “All of Mankind” mural features four 
fi gures—one black, one white, one Asian 
and one Latino—with their hands togeth-
er in a show of unity and racial harmony. 
Below the church’s cross, Walker painted 
the words “Why were they crucifi ed” and 
the names of historical fi gures like Ghandi, 
Malcolm X,  Anne Frank, Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Jesus Christ. 
Although the mural is a message of hope, 
it also represents some of the worst acts 
that have been committed through a lack 
of racial peace, Pounds said. At the time 
it was created, Chicago was known to be 
one of the most racist and most segregated 
cities in America. Walker’s work was meant 
to combat that, and its message has never 
been damaged by gra  ti, like other public 
works of art, Pounds said. 
In response to the possible destruction 
of the mural, the All of Mankind Coalition 
formed to advocate for the restoration 
and preservation of the mural, both as a 
representation of Chicago’s history and a 
beacon of hope for peace despite cultural 
di erences. 
The Coalition is comprised of authors, 
artists, politicians and business leaders, 
as well as community activists and archi-
tecture enthusiasts. Pounds said they are 
working to raise awareness of the mural’s 
importance, and what can be done to keep 
it intact despite the church’s fate. 
Alderman Walter Burnett, whose 27th 
Ward includes the church, said he is con-
cerned about the state of the mural because 
of its long history in the city and its strong 
Coalition forms to help preserve 
36-year-old symbol of harmony
SEE MURAL, »  PG. 50
Unity and racial harmony is the theme of William 
Walker’s ‘All of Mankind’ mural, which features 
people of varying races joined together.
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The Northside Stranger’s Home Church, 617 W. Evergreen Ave., is up for sale, which worries the All of 
Mankind Coalition. The coalition fears the mural will be destroyed if the building is demolished to make 
way for new developments. 
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Proposed expansion needed one 
more vote to be approved
by William O’Brian
Assistant City Beat Editor
THE PROPOSED expansion of the Congress 
Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave., fell one 
vote short of approval Jan. 17, upsetting the 
anticipated economic and cosmetic revital-
ization the hotel’s New York-based owner-
ship group had desired for the 115-year-old 
structure.
The hotel proposed the expansion in hopes 
of adding four fl oors to the hotel’s southwest 
portion of the existing building along Har-
rison Street and one fl oor on the side of the 
building near Congress Parkway. 
The proposed expansion would accom-
modate a health club, swimming pool, res-
taurant and 56 additional hotel rooms to its 
existing 928.
The hotel sought approval from the Chicago 
Plan Commission, an advisory body made up 
of aldermen,  architects,  real estate developers 
and bankers,  with expertise in building and 
zoning issues.  The commission’s approval is 
a mandatory prerequisite for building proj-
ects throughout the city,  said Peter Scales, 
communication director of the department 
of Planning and Development.
The Chicago Plan Commission was the 
deciding factor on the Congress Hotel’s 
expansion proposal. The department of 
Planning and Development reviewed the 
proposal before the commission and after 
its review and approval.  The expansion pro-
posal then went to the Chicago Plan Com-
mission for a vote.  
The decision resulted in four out of nine 
commission members leaning in favor of the 
proposal, while one member voted against. 
Four other members abstained from casting 
a ballot altogether, for unknown reasons, 
leaving the proposal one vote short of the 
required majority, Scales said.
“Without the acquiescence of the Plan 
Commission, the expansion of the Congress 
Hotel cannot proceed,” Scales said. “They 
have the fi nal word.”
Although the commission’s disapproval 
left the Congress Hotel’s proposal short 
by one vote, the hotel plans to present an 
amended—yet similar—expansion propos-
al,  said Peter Andjelkovich,  attorney for the 
Congress Hotel.
 “We are now weighing our options and 
will present an appeal motion on this issue, 
amending the proposal, that will hopefully 
garner the approval of the Plan Commis-
sion,” Andjelkovich said.
The vote took place despite fi erce opposi-
tion by UNITE HERE Local 1; the union rep-
resenting the service workers in the hotel, 
such as housekeeping, laundry, kitchen, 
food servers, banquets, bell/door sta  and 
telephone operators.
UNITE HERE Local 1 and the Congress 
Hotel have been embroiled in a four and 
one-half year labor dispute over pay cuts, 
wage freezes, lacking health care and bene-
fi ts package, said Annemarie Strassel, Local 
1 spokeswoman.
Alderman Robert Fioretti, who is not 
on the commission but whose 2nd Ward 
includes the hotel, also opposed the pro-
posal because of the many complaints he 
said he has received about the cleanliness 
and service at the hotel.
“The complaints,  which have been cleared 
up recently,  is what the alderman has found 
objectionable,” said Chris Karabis,  Fioretti’s 
chief of sta . “We’re just not sure about 
their business practices,  and don’t feel con-
fi dent enough to advocate the expansion.”
   Danielle Dombrow,  Fioretti’s sta  assis-
tant, said in addition to the alderman’s 
opposition, there were many individuals 
that testifi ed before the commission voic-
ing their disapproval of the expansion.  This 
included local residents, business owners 
and representatives from the union.
Andjelkovich said the hotel has made 
many improvements since 2003, and the 
expansion would improve not only the 
hotel, but would also be good for the com-
munity and the neighborhood in general.
“The expansion would generate revenue, 
making [the hotel] more competitive with 
other hotels downtown and enhance the 
aesthetic of the building,” Andjelkovich 
said. “The better the hotel looks, the better 
the community looks.”
Member of the Chicago Plan Commis-
sion, Nancy Pacer, said she could not com-
ment on the Congress Hotel—or the expan-
sion proposal—because she was a voting 
member on the commission.
wobrian@chroniclemail.com
Congress Hotel 
plans rejected
The Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave., will not be adding the proposed  ve  oors to its building 
after the Chicago Plan Commission voted against it.
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US Energy Department 
scraps futuristic coal plant 
OFFICIALS PROMISED Jan. 30 to fi ght the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s decision to scrap 
a futuristic, low-pollution power plant 
planned for central Illinois, but the leader of 
the state’s congressional delegation seemed 
resigned to its end.
Sen. Dick Durbin said he hopes to fund 
the $1.8 billion FutureGen power plant 
through earmarks in the federal budget, 
but wasn’t optimistic it would work.
“If the administration doesn’t support 
it, we’ve seen that this president is willing 
to use his veto pen over and over again,” 
Durbin said. “Without the support of the 
administration, it’s an uphill struggle.”
Durbin spoke not long after Energy Secre-
tary Samuel Bodman said publicly what he’d 
told members of Illinois’ congressional del-
egation and Illinois economic development 
o  cials in a private meeting Jan. 29.
Rather than spend money on FutureGen, 
which was to have been built by a consortium 
of coal and power companies in Mattoon, Ill., 
using mainly federal funds, the DOE plans 
to put its fi nances into a handful of projects 
around the country that would demonstrate 
the capture and burial of carbon dioxide 
from commercial power plants.
“This restructuring ... is an all-around 
better deal for Americans,” Bodman, an Illi-
nois native, said in making the announce-
ment to scuttle the program.
The department will now solicit industry 
applications for participation in the new 
by David Mercer projects. The idea is for the government to 
pay for building the carbon capture and 
storage facilities and industry to build the 
modern coal-burning power plant. Each 
project would be designed to capture 1 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide, the 
leading greenhouse gas linked to global 
warming, o  cials said.
The coal and power companies planning 
to build the plant, known as the Future-
Gen Alliance, issued a statement saying it 
“remains committed to keeping FutureGen 
on track” but it was unclear how that would 
be possible without federal funding.
FutureGen was envisioned as a unique 
research project that would trigger develop-
ment of a virtually pollution-free coal plant 
where carbon dioxide emissions would 
be captured and buried deep beneath the 
earth. It would produce both electricity and 
hydrogen.
One of the authors of a 2007 MIT study on 
the future of coal said Jan. 30 that scrapping 
the existing project would delay e orts to 
make the country’s abundant coal a cleaner 
source of energy by at least three years.
The study judged FutureGen to be a gener-
ally good approach to proving that carbon can 
be captured and stored.
“It’s one thing making midterm correc-
tions and another thing gutting the thing 
and starting over again,” chemistry professor 
Howard Herzog said. “I don’t think it serves 
the national interests to set it back three years. 
This is something we needed yesterday.”
The director of Illinois’ Department of 
Commerce & Economic Opportunity held 
out hope that Congress could reverse the 
DOE’s decision. If that doesn’t happen, he 
said, perhaps the project could be revived 
after President Bush leaves o  ce next year.
“We have an administration that’s a lame 
duck,” said Jack Lavin, who was at the Jan. 29 
meeting with Bodman.  “The next adminis-
tration will be primarily dealing with this.”
An economic development o  cial in 
Mattoon said she hasn’t given up either, 
noting that the FutureGen Alliance board 
plans a meeting in town this week.
Neither Lavin nor Angela Gri  n, who led 
This undated image released by the U.S. Department of Energy shows an artist rendering of the next-generation FutureGen power plant. 
AP
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inhibit bacteria and germ growth.
The rail cars would cost $603 million from 
capital funds, allocated by the state and fed-
eral government.
The price tag on the new cars might seem 
hefty to some,  after the transit agency just 
had to be bailed out for being in the hole for 
operating costs, but the funding for each is 
derived from different places.
“Capital funds come from state and fed-
eral sources,” said Mike McLaughlin, trans-
portation director at the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Council, a nonprofit group of business 
and civic leaders who look out for public 
interest in city-wide planning.
“There are federal formula funds that are 
based on how many track miles a system 
has,”McLaughlin said. “All cities with tran-
sit systems, not just rail, but bus too, get 
money from formula funds for capital as 
well.  The state often kicks money for capi-
tal projects, too.”
Capital funds pay for rebuilding the 
system. Currently, operating costs come 
from two main sources: ticket sales and 
regional sales tax, which is 1 percent in 
Cook County and .25 percent in the collar 
counties, McLaughlin said. The tax, which 
will help pay for more operating costs, will 
increase by a fourth of a cent in April.
For McLaughlin, who said he thinks the 
new cars are needed, the cost is worth it.
“The longer you use the old rail cars, the 
higher the maintenance costs on those is 
going to be,” McLaughlin said. “If you don’t 
spend that money, it could [cost] a heck of a 
lot for aging cars that you’re going to have 
to repair more often.”
The CTA said the new cars will replace 
old rail cars that date back more than 30 
years. Currently, the CTA has 1,190 rail cars, 
and 28 percent of its cars were purchased 
between 1969 and 1977. The most recent rail 
car purchase from the CTA was in the 1990s 
for cars on the Orange, Brown and Yellow 
Lines, Hosinski said. 
Once the prototype cars are on the track, 
the CTA has authorized Bombardier to 
assess how else the additional new cars 
could be equipped.
“[We’ve been] authorized to do an indus-
CTA x
Continued from Front Page
New rail cars beef up access to 
security and functionality 
trial assessment of the cars to see what else 
we can add without impacting the delivery 
schedule,” Slack said.
Those assessments could be in improv-
ing the functionality or appearance of the 
cars.
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
These are some of the changes commuters might see to the exterior and interior of the new rail cars, come 2010.  The seat covers proposed for the new cars 
are both stain and germ resistant.
Courtesy CTA 
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Columbia College Chicago
Apple Store
33 E. Congress Prkwy. 1st Floor
Chicago, IL 60605
(Entrance Off Wabash)
312.344.8622
Time to gear up for the new year.
*All prices and offers subject to change without notice. No rainchecks or special orders.    
  All software prices listed are valid in-store only. All sales are final. 
MacBook Pro
     Starting at just $1799
Included with every MacBook Pro:
  s I,IFE @ SUITE FOR CREATING PHOTO
      PROJECTS MAKING MOVIES 
      DESIGNING $6$S BUILDING WEBSITES
      AND COMPOSING MUSIC
  s !PPLE 2EMOTE 
  s &RONT 2OW
  s 0HOTO "OOTH 
  s I7ORK  DAY TRIAL
  s -ICROSOFT /FlCE  FOR -AC 
      DAY 4EST $RIVE
Complete any mac with our exclusive software prices.
Logic Studio $149 Final Cut Studio 2 $499
Also Available:
Logic Express 8 $69
Also Available:
Final Cut Express 4 $79
Buy a Mac, Get a Free Printer*
Select your iPod
iPod Touch $299-$399
iPod Classic $249-$349
iPod Nano $149-$199
iPod Shuffle $79
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You’ll never walk alone
by Dana Nelson
City Beat Editor 
With Valentine’s Day right around the 
corner, it’s not hard to feel a sense of loneli-
ness,  particularly if you’re single or lack room-
mates. According to a study by University of 
Chicago assistant professor of Behavioral Sci-
ence Nicholas Epley, people who are lonely are 
more likely to give human qualities to objects 
or animals in their environment.
For example, if you haven’t hung out with 
anyone for awhile, you might be likely to 
think your cat is being extra sympathetic 
to your complaints, or that your rubber 
ducky really is your bath time friend. Did 
you give your iPod a cheeky name to match 
its lime green color? If so, you might be a 
little lonely.
Epley and other social scientists call this 
behavior “anthropomorphism.” I think if I 
were to give it a name, I’d call it the “Wilson 
Complex,” after Tom Hank’s volleyball 
friend Wilson in the movie Cast Away.  That 
name is a bit shorter and easier to remem-
ber. And it’s easier to pronounce than the 
former six-syllable mouthful.
The study, which will be published in the 
February issue of Psychological Science, 
also said people had a tendency to rely on 
the supernatural more often when they’re 
lonely, such as believing in God, angels or 
miracles.
Epley found that the increased belief in 
God or anthropomorphized gadgets and 
animals doesn’t happen with other emo-
tions, like fear.
“It’s something special about loneliness,” 
he said in an interview.
While I feel rather familiar with attribut-
ing human characteristics to animals (I think 
my cat, Basil, has a special kind of hatred for 
my ex-boyfriends), I think there are also 
cases where loneliness can drive a person 
to anthropomorphize objects that probably 
shouldn’t be considered companions.
Like dolls.
BBC America has plans to release a new 
TV show in June called “Love Me, Love My 
Doll.” The show is about a group of men 
who have fallen in love with life-size dolls. 
Check out one of the segments on YouTube.
com, where ‘Davecat’ talks about his doll, 
her detachable tongues and how the sex life 
has simmered down a little bit.
It’s only a little creepy.
I have to admit that part of my hesitation 
toward this kind of anthropomorphizing 
dolls comes from a childhood fear of dolls. 
I read a lot of horror books about haunted 
dollhouses and scary dolls coming to life, 
and as a result only kept stuffed animals 
as toys.
But beyond that, I hesitate to see this kind 
of companionship as healthy. I think this 
kind of desperation to want to be cared for 
by a loved one, regardless of whether or not 
that loved one is alive, can be psychologically 
dangerous, particularly when it comes to 
forming relationships with real people.
Epley spoke about how loneliness is more 
deadly than smoking cigarettes, so if ‘Dav-
ecat’ is keeping himself happy by loving a 
doll, then I shouldn’t object, right? And he’s 
not engaged in an emotionally or physi-
cally abusive relationship, like some other 
people, so that’s good. Overall, if he can keep 
up the facade of love with his doll and form 
a happy long-term relationship with her, 
then according to Epley, he’s just safely 
staying away from loneliness.
I wouldn’t advise anthropomorphism 
for everyone though. There are many 
lonely people around the world looking 
for someone to befriend, love, care for 
and appreciate. ‘Davecat’ may be denying 
important friendships or relationships 
with actual people who would enjoy his 
companionship by staying true to his 
plastic girlfriend. Even though sometimes 
arguments happen and relationships end, 
when it really comes down to it, nothing 
compares to the warm touch of another 
(living) human being.
dnelson@chroniclemail.com
Two mistakes in one day
Police discovered cannabis on a 43-year-
old male after he was taken into custody on 
Jan. 18, according to police reports. An offi-
cer in civilian dress observed the offender 
urinating on the Red Line platform at 1167 
S. State St.  The officer then placed him in 
custody and took him to the police station 
for processing, where a custodial search 
revealed a Ziploc bag with less than 30 
grams of cannabis in his right sock.
Theft gets easier 
A 19-year-old male reported his dark blue 
T-Mobile cell phone stolen on Jan. 23 at the 
BP Amoco gas station, 50 W. Congress Park-
way,  according to police reports. The victim 
said he was making a purchase when he 
accidentally left his phone on the coun-
ter. When he realized it was missing, he 
returned to the counter two minutes later 
only to find out that the cell phone was 
gone and the gas station attendant did not 
realize the phone had been left there. The 
victim did not remember anyone else being 
in the gas station. The phone was valued 
at $500.
Begging for beer money
Police officers arrested a 52-year-old male 
who was harassing passers-by for money 
near 44 E. 8th St. on Jan. 22, according to 
police reports. Officers observed the man 
following people into the street and dis-
rupting traffic while placing himself in 
danger.  The offender said he just “asked 
for 75 cents for a beer.” He was placed in 
custody and taken in for processing.
Help or your wallet
An Apple Store employee was robbed on 
Jan.  24 while at work, 33 E. Congress Parkway, 
according to police reports. The victim, an 
18-year-old male, reported three male offend-
ers about 18-to-20 years old entered the store 
with an iPhone and asked for help because 
they didn’t know how to use it. The victim 
said he couldn’t help the offenders and they 
waited around the store for another five to 
10 minutes before one offender grabbed the 
victim’s wallet from behind the counter.  The 
offenders ran north on Wabash Avenue and 
have not been apprehended by the police as 
of press time.  The victim’s wallet contained 
various IDs, gift cards and credit cards.
OFF THE BLOTTER
Fourth time’s a charm 
Drew Peterson, who has made head-
lines because of his wife Stacy’s October 
disappearance, wants a divorce, accord-
ing to the Chicago Sun-Times. Peterson 
said in the article he believes she ran off 
with another guy. The divorce would be 
Peterson’s fourth, and according to the 
Chicago Sun-Times, he is eyeing divorce 
attorney Corri Fetman, who posed for 
the February edition of Playboy. “If she 
wants to go out for drinks, give me a call,” 
Peterson said.
 
Overnight stay  
In Other News
Compiled by Chronicle staff through information provided by the Chicago Police Department.
According to a study by University of Chicago professor nicholas epley, lonely people tend to give gadgets, 
pets and other items, like this Barbie doll, human-like qualities in order to feel a sense of companionship.
 
MCT
Scoop in the Loop
The United States Postal Service told 
the Chicago Tribune on Jan. 30 that 
first-class mail delivery in Chicago has 
improved since last year. However, one-
day and overnight service is one of the 
worst in the nation, showing a delivery 
rate as low as 94 percent, according to the 
Chicago Tribune.  The USPS said its first-
class, two-day and three-day services, 
which improved upward of 15 percentage 
points, could be attributed to the hiring 
of more than 340 new letter carriers, 
buying new equipment and improving 
its address database. 
Going up? 
The Trump International Hotel & 
Tower opened its hotel doors on Jan. 30, 
according to the Chicago Tribune. The 
hotel, 401 N. Wabash Ave., which occu-
pies five stories of the 92 to be completed 
by April 2009, had its “soft opening” last 
week.  According to the Tribune, the proj-
ect is estimated to cost about $800 mil-
lion, and will be Chicago’s second tallest 
building. Currently, construction crews 
are working on the building’s 60th floor. 
Room rates start at $425 a night. 
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International whiskey tasting
Wednesday, September 19th
6-9 p.m.
FREE
21 and over
Wine tasting every Friday 5-8 p.m. and monthly beer tasting
as far as the eye can see
 Extensive selection of spirits  Reasonable prices 
 Healthy snacks alternatives  Convenience items  Free area delivery 
Enter our raffle for a chance to win two boxes of 
gourmet Canady Chocolates.
BEER AND SPIRITS TASTING  Feb 7th  5-8 pm
FEATURING: Goose Island (312, IPA, Honkers Ale, Matilda), Rain Organic 
Vodka, Assorted Dr. McGillicuddy’s, Schnapps
Wine tasting every Friday 5-8 p.m. and monthly beer tasting   (21 and over)
634 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago IL, 60605   •   1(312) 663-1850
Robert Morris College is a private, not-for-profit institution accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission and is a member of the North Central Association (30 N. LaSalle, Suite 2400,
Chicago, Illinois 60602, 312-263-0456).
MBA & MIS
800-225-1520
masters.robertmorris.edu
The Morris Graduate School of 
Management combines academic 
excellence with opportunities for 
growth and leadership.
• Quality faculty with 
professional experience
• One of the most affordable 
graduate tuitions in the state
• Convenient campus 
locations
message. But he does not know what could 
be done about its preservation.
“It’s a complicated situation,” he said. 
“[The church] is caught between a rock and 
a hard place.” 
Pounds said the church was torn between 
trying to preserve the mural and its 
inability to pay for the church property any 
longer. He said the owners did not want 
to see the mural destroyed, as many other 
murals have been, but they could not keep 
the building or make use of it, particularly 
with low member retention in the changing 
community.
The mural is the only remaining piece of 
public art in Cabrini Green, and one of the 
few murals left from the 1970s in the city.
Pounds said its cultural significance is 
partly because of its history in Chicago’s 
public art; William Walker is credited with 
the creation of the first community mural 
in 1967, “The Wall of Respect,” on 43rd and 
Langley streets. Other neighborhoods in 
Chicago picked up on community murals 
and created many throughout Pilsen, Hyde 
Park, Uptown and Humboldt Park, as well 
as other communities and cities around the 
country. Walker then went on to co-found the 
Community Mural Project, which is now the 
Chicago Public Art Group. 
“The Wall of Respect” was destroyed in 
1971 after a fire resulted in unsafe building 
conditions. The building was demolished and 
rebuilt, but the mural was lost forever. 
According to a report by the Getty Con-
servation Institute, which works to advance 
conservation efforts through scientific 
research, there are no remaining community 
walls from the 1960s in the United States. The 
Getty Conservation Institute also reported 
that almost all of the thousands of commu-
nity murals from the 1970s are gone, with 
Walker’s “All of Mankind” mural as one of 
the few exceptions. 
Most of the original community walls were 
demolished to make way for new develop-
ments. As Chicago continues to expand, 
Cabrini Green is one of the locations where 
new developments are likely to occur. 
The mural’s location within Cabrini Green, 
which has long been known as a public hous-
ing site, has coalition members worried that 
the Chicago Housing Authority will eventu-
ally destroy the building. 
However, Chicago Housing Authority 
spokesman Derek Hill said the CHA had no 
plans to buy the property. 
Burnett said he wouldn’t mind seeing the 
Chicago Park District buy the property and 
use it for program space. Otherwise, he said 
if the building would be destroyed, the mural 
should be kept intact and moved to a place 
where it can be restored and preserved. 
As of press time, the property is still for 
sale,  and the mural’s future is unknown.
dnelson@chroniclemail.com
MURAL x
Continued from PG. 42
The painting is one of the few 
community walls remaining in 
the U.S. from the 1970s
         I believe it calls for a really 
clear decision on the part of the city 
and the part of all of us as people if 
we decide to throw away something 
like this; if we let it disappear when 
we have the chance to keep it.” 
—Jon Pounds, executive director of the 
Chicago Public Art Group
“
PLANT x
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Illinois Senator Dick Durbin 
blames the scrapped plan on 
the president
Mattoon’s bid to win the FutureGen plant, 
would say whether they considered partici-
pating in the new projects announced Jan. 
30. But Griffin sounded doubtful.
“They misled every community that 
submitted a proposal for this project,” said 
Griffin, president of Coles Together,  an 
economic development agency in Coles 
County.
Mattoon was chosen in December over 
an eastern Illinois neighbor, Tuscola, and 
two sites in Texas.
Griffin estimated Mattoon and every other 
city that made a serious bid for FutureGen 
spent at least a quarter-million dollars in 
the process.
State officials in Texas have said they put 
$5 million into the pursuit of FutureGen.
Illinois spent more than $1.5 million, 
plus staff time, according to Ashley Cross, 
a spokeswoman for the state’s Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
In his own letter Wednesday, Illinois Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich reminded Bush of that 
investment.
“Mr. President, when you proposed 
FutureGen almost five years ago,  you dem-
onstrated how serious you were about find-
ing a solution, not only to the problem of 
our country’s dependence on foreign oil, 
but also to the serious challenges related to 
climate change,” Blagojevich wrote.  “States 
across the country took you at your word 
and put significant time and resources into 
competing for this project.”
The Energy Department said it scrapped 
FutureGen because of concern about the proj-
ect’s cost escalation. When it was announced 
in 2003, the price tag was $800 million.
“We’ve had concerns about the state 
of the project for almost a year,” Deputy 
Energy Secretary Clay Sell said. “As early as 
April of last year, I personally met with the 
board of the FutureGen Alliance ... I told 
them directly, in unambiguous terms.”
Durbin, a Democrat,  said Illinois is losing 
FutureGen to politics,  not cost,  and a presi-
dent from Texas.
“I tell you, there’s no other reasonable 
explanation,” he said.
AP
residents of Mattoon, ill., are no longer excited to 
be the site of the FutureGen coal plant. 
AP
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“Adaptation”
Ongoing until May 4 
Redefining the word “adaptation,” this col-
lection of video installations uses the word 
as a jumping off point. This exhibition will 
explore the recent work of four leading art-
ists, who have taken inspiration from such 
diverse media as classic ballet, painting, 
film and literature. Guy Ben-Ner’s instal-
lation reimagines Herman Melville’s Moby 
Dick as a short silent film shot almost 
completely in the artist’s kitchen. In Eve 
Sussman’s installation, she adapts The 
Rape of the Sabine Women as a feature-
length film, drawing inspiration from an 
18th century painting for her adaptation 
of the classic Roman myth.
Smart Museum of Art 
University of Chicago 
5550 S. Greenwood Ave.
(773) 702-0200
‘Goya Lopez: The African Diaspora in Brazil’
9 a.m.–5 p.m., Glass Curtain Gallery
1104 S. Wabash Ave., 1st floor
(312) 344-6643
‘International Print Center New York’s New 
Prints: Autumn 2007’
9 a.m.–7 p.m., C33 Gallery
33 E. Congress Parkway
(312) 344-8177
‘Word 3: Type + Image’
9 a.m.–7 p.m., Hokin Gallery
623 S. Wabash Ave., 1st floor
(312) 344-8177
Guff, The Wanderers, Theia
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
Tickets: $8
DanceMasters class with Susan Marshall
6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m., Lou Conte Dance Studio at 
the Hubbard Street Dance Center
1147 W. Jackson Blvd.
Call to register: (312) 344-6600
Tickets: $15
Crime in Stereo
6 p.m., Logan Square Auditorium (All ages)
2539 N. Kedzie Ave.
(773) 252-6179
Tickets: $15 ($12 advance)
Science and Mathematics Colloquium series
With Harriet Washington
4:30 p.m.–6 p.m., Ferguson Auditorium
600 S. Michigan Ave.
(312) 344-8505
The Life and Times of Harold Washington
6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
33 E. Congress Parkway, Room 219
(312) 344-8908
Art of the Library
Opening Reception for the Winter Exhibition
5 p.m.–7 p.m., Columbia College Chicago Library
624 S. Michigan Ave., 3rd floor
(312) 344-7900
3rd Annual Women in Hip-Hop
6 p.m.–8 p.m., Conaway Center
1104 S. Wabash Ave., 1st floor
(312) 344-8829
‘The Fly’
‘Neverending Story’
Midnight, Music Box Theatre
3733 N. Southport Ave.
(773) 871-6604
Tickets: $10
The Audition, Envy on the Coast, Danger Radio,
Another Day Late
6:30 p.m., Metro (All ages)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $16
‘Landscape and Memory’
Gallery opening
5 p.m.–8 p.m., Addington Gallery
704 N. Wells St.
(312) 664-3406
‘2nd Fridays Gallery Night’
6 p.m.–10 p.m., in 25 of Pilsen’s galleries 
Maps available at 1821 S. Halsted St.
(312) 377-4444
Nocturna, The Rosedales, My Cold Dead Hand,
Mr. Russia
8 p.m., Metro (18+)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $10
Real World Season 21 Casting Call (age 18-24)
10 a.m.–5 p.m., Goose Island Wrigleyville
3535 N. Clark St.
(818) 989-8964
Chicago Auto Show
10 a.m.–8 p.m., McCormick Place Complex
Lake Shore Drive at 23rd Street
(312) 791-7000
Tickets: $10
Sunday Salon Series Presents Classical Music
3 p.m., Chicago Cultural Center’s Preston Bradley 
Hall
78 E. Washington Ave.
(312) 744-6630
WinterDancin’ in Millennium Park
3:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m., Millennium Park Heated 
Tent
55 N. Michigan Ave.
(312) 742-8497
Free with reservations
Carnaval at Carnivale
Tuesday @ 6 p.m.
In honor of Fat Tuesday, Carnivale is 
holding a celebration of food, booze 
and music. The decor promises to be a 
kaleidoscope of bright colors, with live 
music sure to delight the senses. For 
the evening, the popular restaurant will 
be holding a “Rio de Janeiro” themed 
party, featuring live music by the Angel 
Melendez Tropical Sextet, Brazilian samba 
dancers, costumed staff, food and drink 
specials and prizes. Reservations are 
recommended.
Carnivale
702 West Fulton Market St.
(312) 850-5005
Daniel Johnston
Wednesday @ 8 p.m.
Much the same as can be said of The Velvet Underground’s career, a good meter 
of singer/songwriter/artist Daniel Johnston’s magic is conveyed not through 
description but by listing those directly influenced by his career. Just a few include 
Kurt Cobain, Tom Waits and Sonic Youth. Happily living in West Virginia with his 
parents, he still tours occasionally, pulling from his catalogue of more than 500 
songs and was recently the subject of the documentary The Devil and Daniel 
Johnston. Although his fame remains wholly underground after all these years, 
more than half of the 30 albums that make up his career are still in circulation. 
See him while you still have the chance. Rock band Office opens.
Metro (18+)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $21
Lunchtime Music Series
Noon–2 p.m., Hokin Annex
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-7188
“Stunt Doubles, Companion Spe-
cies, and the Lyric”
Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.
In her upcoming lecture, critically acclaimed 
author and poet Daniella Pafunda will dis-
cuss several abstract concepts including: 
reintegrating the physical body into the 
field of poetry, how the body acts as stunt 
double for the self, who are the companion 
species and what their role is, as well as 
how physical pain might enable a rift in 
language. The lecture will include schol-
arly research, outlandish poetics and her 
“hybrid offspring poems.”
Music Center Concert Hall
1014 S. Michigan Ave.
(312) 344-8819
tuesday
monday
GET OUT
wednesday
thursday
friday
saturday ongoing
sunday
Pink Floyd: The Wall
Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.
To kick off the release of the book Pink Floyd 
and Philosophy, which contains essays by 
three Columbia faculty members, the Film 
and Video Department is sponsoring this 
showing of the groundbreaking live-action/
animation hybrid. The Wall follows a young 
misfit whose father dies in World War I. As 
the character grows, he finds fame in a rock 
band, a downfall in drug use and an emo-
tional wall in a new demagogue persona, 
all to the operatic rock of the album of the 
same name. Faculty member Ron Fleischer 
will be introducing the film. There will be a 
reception afterward, with copies of the new 
book on hand for purchase. 
Film Row Cinema
1104 S. Wabash Ave., 8th floor
(312) 344-6709
Teenage Rehab, Middle Class Trash,The Infected, 
Dreadnok Ripper, The Derbys
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: $6
Lord Mike’s Dirty Calypsonians, Half-Pint Jones,
Chi Town Kids
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
Tickets: $10 ($8 advance)
Liars, No Age
7 p.m., Metro (18+)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $16
George Washington Carver Exhibit
9 a.m.–5 p.m., Field Museum
1400 S. Lake Shore Drive
(312) 922-9410
Exhibit admission $7
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Know about an upcoming event that other Columbia 
students should know about?
Give us a heads-up at:
SBaltrukonis@chroniclemail.com
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